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HE Prejudice that, Fiety 


and Religion receive by -* 

being removed from their tre 
, Foundations, is of fo ill Gon- 
ſequence ; in diſturbing, or wife 
leading, the beft . vicaning end 
moſt ſerious part of Mankind ; 
any Deſign which tends 
to prevent Miſtakes abont- then, 
| will, 1 hape, at leaſt merit 'Par- 
won. The enſuing Diſcourſe 35 
Publiſh'd with this View : It 
being intended to ſhaw the #n- 
ferwiceableneſs of an Hypothe- 
fes lately recommended''to the 
World for © Ground of Chri- 
ftianity, and Marality 3 45 like- 
7 | A 2 wiſe, 


PrEfFaAcE. 
wiſe, the farther injuriouſneſs 
of that Hypotheſes to True Re- 
ligion, . and Piety : Which, 1 
think, I may ſecurely affirm, 
So ever Je er or 
ever can ſuffer ſo much, from 
the . Arguments of any Oppo- 
ſers, as from theirs, who in- 
duced by Weakneſs, Vanity, or 
any other Motive, have under- 
taken, or pretended to Support 
them, upon falſe Grounds, and 
wrong Reaſonings. 1 am, in- 
deed,” inclined to Believe. ( as 
well as Hope ) that the Notion 
which this Diſcourſe is levePd 
againſt, is in 'no great danger 
of being 4 Very. general yz Or 
prevailing ' Opinion :' Tt being 
too Viſtonary to. be hkely to be 
received by many 1 ntelligent 
FLIMN | Perſons, 
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Perſons ; And too abſtruſe to be 
eaſily entertain d by thoſe * who 
are altogether unconverſant with 
Scholaftick, Speculations. .. Tet 
there are ſo many to whom 
Nowelty alone'\\ bas ſufficient 
Charms to recommend any thing, 
that I cannot but think (if 
what 1 have writ anſwers the 
Intention it was writ with ) 
the Subject of the following 
Papers wery well merited thoſe 
few Hours that were beſtow'd 
upon em. And I am con farm d 
in this Opinion, by that of one 
of the Higheſk order in onr 
Church ; Who ( ſince the Wri- 
ting of them) I was glad to 


bear ſay, That it would be. 


well done of any oe who ba 
keiſure for it, to ſhow the weak- 
pp 


neſs, 
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PREFACE. 


meſs, and extravagance of ſuch 
of Mr. N's late PraGtical Di/- 
courſes as are built upon the 
Principles of Pere Malbranche. 
This Inconragement, added to 
the like from ſome other Per- 
ſons, has occafion'd the Prin- 
ting of a Diſcourſe which was 
wot writ wah ſuch an inten- 
ton, 


DISCOURSE 


Concerning the 


Love of Gxod. 


"7 Hatever Reproaches have 

Y/- : beenmade by the Roma- 
miſts on the one hand, of 
the Want of Books of Devotion in 
the Church of Exglend; or by the 
-Diſſenters on- the other, of a dead 
and lifeleſs Way | of "many. ] 
_ think it may be affirm'd, *That there 
.cannot, any where, be found 10 good 
a Colle&tion of Diſcourſes upon Mo- 

ral Subjects,” is might be made 0! 

Engliſh” Sermons, and other wn 

| tiles of that Nature, written BY © 1, 

Divines of | our Church:- Wh: 
A.4 Boo 


*, A Diſcourſe concerning 
Books are certainly, in themſelves, 
of the greateſt and moſt "general 
Uſe of any; and do moſt conduce 
to that which is: the chief Aim of 
S _ Chriſtianity, a good Lite. For what- 
ſoever elſe its Profeſſors, divided in- 

to-Parttes;may contend abour; This 
they mult. all agree in, That we 
ought to be "a People zealous of 
g00d Works. -. 
| Yet tho' na body can deny this ; 
| And all areforged/toallow,that the 
Duties of a good Life ought ro be 
practisd; It is certain; that this 
-which 1s - fo effential to Religion, 1s 
ſo far degraded by ſome, as not to 
paſs for a part of -it. They accor- 
dingly diſtinguiſh a Religious, from 
a Moral Man; -and carry their Zeal 
tor the DoEtrinal - Part of' Religion 
ſo far, that'they ſeem to lay little 
Streſs on the Performance of thoſe 
 Vertues recommended by our Savi- 
our Chriſt, as the Way toi Eternal 
Life; Which Vertues, have been 
commonly enough term'd: Splendid 
Vices, in thoſe they account not 
true 


. - Sr . 
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true Believers; And the Books writ 
by others, to recommend the Pra- 
tice of them to the World, are 
look'd upon by theſe Men, as little 
more worthy of a Chriſtian's Peru- 
fal, as ſuch, than Hiſtories or Max- 
ims of humane Prudence. 

But others there are, who do not 
in this manner undervalue Morality, 
that yet perhaps: are- not leſs 1nju- 
rious to it ; Whilſt they ſtrain the 
Duties of it ta. an impracticable 
Pitch; or pretend to: aſcend by it 
to ſomething beyand, 'or above. it : 
Which has been” mightily: the Fault 
of thoſe in -the Church of: Rome ; 
Who having a better Reliſh of Reli- 
gion, than to be fatisfied with one 
conſiſting | of nothing | but- idle, ſu- 
perſtitious, and : pompous Show's, 
have betaken . themſelves to that 
which they. call the inward Way, or 
Lite of Contemplation : Of which, 
there never has:wanted great Num- 
bers in'that Church, known in-ſc- 
veral times by ſeveral Names, W hich 
 diſtinguiſh'd them more than thetr 
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Opinions. For in thoſe, they all 
agreed in one common Difference 
from: al: the reſt, though variouſly 
expreſs'd: And who (whatevertheir 
Errours havebeen) have yet ſeemd 
the moſt in earneſt in the Buſincſs 
of Religion, of any that the Roman 
Church can boaſt of. 
 _ But however excufable theſe may 
he, in regard of their own Church 
(which perhapsallows them no other 
Way of being Religious, than that 
which. leads them into theſe Mt- 
{takes) they yet are certainly very 
injurious to Chriſhanity in the Re- 
preſentations they make of it; by 
ſuppoſing, as they do, the Perfe- 
tion of a Chriſtian State ro conſiſt 
in Contemplation; 'And the Duties 
of a ſocial Life '(for which 'tis plain: - | 
Mankind were intended) to be low þ. ! 
Matters, fit only to exerciſe the 
- young Chriſtian, not yet advanced: 
into the ſpiritual State ; to which: 
when he arrives, even but to. the 
firſt Degree (for they talk of three 
Degrees at leaſt of it, by which Per- 
| tection - 


wy *s 
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fetion is to be aſcended to) he * 
then looks down upon all the Duties 
of the ſecond Table, as an __ 
Diſpenfation, . belonging to thoſe 0 

A any uy ns he: 1s a- 
ſcended to the higheſt Degree, he is 
then got above Reaſon it ſelf; be- 
ing firſt melted and brougat to no- 
thing, and then loſt -and ſwallowed 
up 1n God. +: Arid theſe, who 
ſuppoſe; themſelves thus far advan- 
ced, the Uſe of Reaſoning, and in- 
ternal Diſcourſe, tending to fix our 
Aﬀeitions upon God, and expreſſing 
t ſelf in ſenſible Devotion ;\ and evex 
outward -Aitv\ of Obedience to God's 
Will, are lookd upon as parts of the 
«ave Life, and leſs perfetF State of 
« Chriftias ; as may. be ſeen in'd- 
vers _ which treat: of this _ 
cer, at ticularly in Same 90 
phia, T, 4, ngor yr 4 re 6,2, Which 
ſufficiently ſhows of how dangerous 
Conſequence it is to talk after Tus 
Faſhion; and 'to erect into-4 RulE, 


"6 A Diſcourſe. concerning 
Circumſtances, or extraordinary 1- 
luminations, for ends unknown (and 
which we have nothing to do with) 
may have” inabled_ them to give a 
ſober, and mtelligible Senſe: of - to 
themſelves; though to others it ap- 
pear Jargon, Enthuſiaſm, or even 
Irrel:1g1on. 

If Books of thiskind (which more 
or leſs thoſe uſually are, the Papiſts 
call their ſpiritual Books) are want- 
ing in-the Church of Exglapd, it is 
welt that they are ſo; fince they 
would be likely, to: make many more 
Enthufiaſts: than-' good.» Chriſtians, 
For'as the-Biſhop' of+ Forceſter (in 
his Fanaticiſm of the Roman Church) 
ſays very well: If. once an unintelli> 
gible oy of Praftical | Religion be» 

come vhe Standard of Devotion, ns 
Men of. Senſe and Reaſon will ever 
ſet themſelnes' about . it'; but leave 58 
20 be under ſtood by mad Men, and pra- 
fisd by Fools. Which is a Refle- 
ion that it were to be with'd all 
would make, who may be tempted 
by Aﬀecation of Novelty, Fon : 
| | O 
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of a:i Hypotheſis, or any other better 
Reaſon, to build their Practical and 
Devotional Diſconrſes upon Princt- 
ples which not only wilt not 'bear 
the Teft>bue which oblige them ro 
lay down ſuch Afſertions-in'Mora- 
lity, as ſober and well diſpoſed Chrt- 
ſtians cannot underſtand to be pra- 
cticable: Thaniwhich, Iithink there 
never was -any more'Eevidently ſo, 
than that Mankind are obligedſtrict- 
'L as their Duty, tolove with De- 
ire, nothing but God only ; Every 
Degree of Delire--of any Creature 
whatſoever; being Sin.* This Aſſer- 
rion, though not - alrog&ther* new, 
yet has been but lately brought into 
our Pulpits, and been- pretended to 
be.ſet on Foot-upon a Philoſophical, 
- or Natural Ground,"'wvis. That God, 
not the Creature,” 1s theimrmediate, 
efficient Cauſe of our Senſations * For 
whatever gives us Pleaſure” (ſay they 
who. hold this -Hypotheſis ) 4&4 
. right to our. Love'; but God only g5V** 
us fret: Sderefore: he only N45 # 
10 par: Ti 713% es a 
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Indeed, in a Sermon upon this 
Subje&t, Matt. xxij. 37. the Author 4 
pretends to eſtabliſh his Senſe of the +: 
Words upon a double Baſis. 1,-That 
God is the only Cauſe of our Love. 

| 2. That he is alſo the only proper Ob- & 
_ je of it. But in Reference to, the + 
firſt, he does no more to this Pur- * 
poſe, but prove what (plainly ex- 
preſs'd) cannot be conteſted; v1. 
That we receive the Power which 
we have of Deſiring, from God: *? 
And then asks himſelf ſeveral Que- * 
{tions, as, Can God att for « Crea- 
ture? Does not God make. all things | 
for himſelf? &c. Which amount only 
to thus much; that they ſignifie it 1s * 
his Opinion, that God (who doubt- 
leſs made all things for himſelf) be- 
cauſe —_— Glory _ his | 
rimary an creating all things, 
had not therefore Secondary, and 
intermediate Ends - for which he 
made the Creatures to operate one 
hay” popay wag a 15. but. in a.ta- | 
Et Way to tne" eſuion .\ Bute 
he confeſſes rightly, oo the Streſs 7 
of J 


þ 
S 
> 
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of this Buſineſs lies in the Proof of 


the ſecond Propoſition. Upos this 
Hinge (fays he) the whole Weight of 
the Theory turns, viz. That God is 
the only proper Object of our Love, 
as being the only Cauſe of all our 
pleaſing Senſations ; the: Creatures 
having no Efficiency at all to ope- 
rate upon us; they being only occa- 
ſional Cauſes of thoſe Sentiments 
which God produces in us. 'And on 
this Foundation it then is, that he 
aſſerts, that - every At that carries 
our Deſires towards the Creature 1s 
ſinful: Which Opinion if receivd, 
and follow'd, muſt neceſſarily bring 


inthe like unintelligible Way of Pra- 


Ctical Religion, which the Biſhop of 
Worceſter has juſtly cenſured in the 
Church of Rome. | 

waded, either 


But however 
the Author himſelf, or this great 
is are of 


Aſlertor of this Hy 

its Truth, or - ſs; As 
En Hy os 
ing R 10N, tY, . 
ND it is alſo very unervinl” 


to A Diſcourſe: concerning 
able to them; Since that which they 
would inferr from it is maniteſtly 
no juſt Conſequence, any morethan 
a. uſeful, , or practicable Doctrine. 
Anda Man that had not been migh- 
ty fond of an Hypotheſis, would 
never have attempted from the Pul- 
pit, to fortifie by Scripture, an Opi- 
nion ſo oppoſite to the Tenour of 
it; as well as to that Morality which 
has been ſo. excellently preach'd to 
the World by the Divines of his 
own Church : Whoſe Diſcourſes are 
generally, if not univerſally, found: 
ow ae this Suppoſition; | (or at 
: y -1t), that there may 
_ a hn FLave of the Creatures: 
And being - herein conform'd to 
right Raton. and conſequently. ad- 
apted to humane. I they have 
helped to-make fome Oppoſition to 
that Irreligion, which by looſeneſs 
of Manners on the one hand, and 


 __uncharitable Zeal on the other, has 


ſpread it ſelf: amongſt us:in this laſt 


Age; But muſt doubtleſs have pre- 
_ vailed further, na. not more reaſo- 


nable 


the Lowe of God. 11 
nable -Principles of Morality been 
incukated into) Men, than 'can be 
grounded upon'ſceing all things in 
God, &c. SUL 3t 9 20h 
For apparently, if the praQtical 


Duties of/ Religion had not been 

better ona for, and'inforc'd, 

' thanby the ſomuch boaſted of ſpirit 
tual Books of the” Roman Charch, 
Religion and 'Vertne had before this 
time been diſputed, or ridicul'd, out 
of our World.. And yet any of theſe 
Books of:mytical-Divinity, will be 
found as-well able to fupport them, 
as ſome of the late. 'praCtical. Dif 
courſes 'of Mr. N, or as any Man's 
elſe can be, upon the Principle of 
our being obliged 'to' have'no Love 
of Deſire for any ofi the Creatures: 
Which is + particularly endeavour'd 
to be made good in the foremen- 
tion d Sermon; uponthe great Com- 
mandmentof the Law, Mart. xx1j. 
37.. iThou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
(God with -all thy Heart, with all 
thy Soul, and with all thy Mind. 


herein the Author pretends tO 
ſhow, ; 


12 A Diſcourſe concerning 
ſhow, that all our Love 1s to be fo 
intirely centerd upon God, that not 
any part of. it is 'to. be allowd to 
the Creatures. | 

 _ But leaſt the inlarging this firſt 
' Commandment toſucha Magnitude, 
ſhould make it ſeem to ſwallow up 
the ſecond ; He prevents that Obje- 
ion by . ſhewing, that theſe. Two 
Commandments: claſh not at all : 
The Love of God, and of our Neigh- 
bour, ( as. he ſays). being different 
Loves: For we love God with: Love 
of Defire ; aud lonies; dr ſhould love, 
our. Neightoar,. :ovly with Love of 
Benevolence. Which Diſtinction, 
in other Diſcourſes of his, he is more 
large upon; and ſeems to believethe 
latter part of. it- confirm'd by theſe 
Words, Thou ſbalt love thy Neighbour 
45 #by ſelf. 

Moſes,in Levit.xix. repeating to the 
Children of Ifrael fundry Laws, and 
amongſt others, ſeveral ſpecial Duties 
towards their Neighbour, thus con- 
cludes the laſt; (ver. the x 8th.) Thou 
ſpalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 

Which 


the Love of God: 1J © 


Which Concluſion is comprehenſive 
of all that preceded it, or that had 
been omitted ; And m a ſhort Rule, 
better teaches .the Extent of what 
we owe to our Neighbour, than it 
was poſlible any Enumeration of 
Particulars could. This Duty 1s 
indeed ſo fully expreſs'd herein, that 
we cannot conceive any Addition 
could be made to the Perfe&tion of 
this Precept by our Bleſſed Saviour; 
Who came to teach us the whole 
Will of the Farher, and to give'us 


had yet been delivered toMankind; 
and , Luke the 4#h. ch. 
v&. 25. bei , Mafter what ſhell 


I do to inherit Eternal: Life? He 
ſaid, How readeft thow in the Law ? 
It being anſwer'd, Thos ſbalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and 
with all thy Soul, with all thy Mind, 
and with all thy Strength ; and thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf : He replied, 
Thou haſt anſwer'd right ; This ao, 
and thoa ſhalt live. He had anſwerd 


right, in joining together theſe two 
Com- 


14 ' A Diſcourſe concerning 
_ Commandments in the Law, on 
which all the reſt of the Law and 
Prophets did depend, Matt. xx1). 40. 
And our Saviour aſſures him the 
Rule of the Law was 1n neither part 
ſhort, or defe&tive : For he fays, 
This do, and thou. fhalt live. We 
are here taught,.that the Love of 
God, and of :our Neighbour, com- 
priſes the whole of our Duty: And 
accordingly we are elſe-where alſo 
told, That Love is the fullfilling of the 
_ Lay. Its Regulation' therefore is 
certainly of the utmoſt Conſequence 
to us; And the Meafures of 1t are, 
That we love God with all our Heart, 
with all our Souls, with all our Mind, 
and with. all onr Strength., and our 
Netghbout as ourſelves; © 

'Theſe\Precepts are joined toge- 
ther in the Goſpel, and: there is a 
very near Afﬀinity between them. 
But they are not fo :joined' in the 
Law from whence they are cited ; 
Neither is there. any. Appearance 
that thoſe to whom they were there 
_ given underſtood, or could under- 


{tand 


the Lowe of God. 1 
ſtand by them, the Love -of -God 
and the Love of their - Neighbour 
to be diſtinit Aﬀettions, differing 11 
kind; as is affirm'd by Mr. N. Who 
in 'Purſuance of (at beſt). a uſeleſs 
Notion, would take from a great 
part of Mankind their only ſure 
Retreat, when bewildered in the 
' Maze of Opinions, endleſly conte- 
ſted by the Men of Skill in Diſpu- 
tation: He having done as'much to 
perplex the plain'Dutics of Mora- 
lity; as others have done the ſpecu- 
lative parts of Religion. But there 
appears no Ground from the Text 
here, to afhrm that the Command 
of loving their Neighbour as them- 
ſelves, was (as he ſays it was) zof 
only an abſolute Meaſure, but a rela- 
tive Charatter put in-on purpoſe to 
diſtinguiſh it from their Love of God, 
Page 165. of his Philoſophical and 
Divine Letters: Unleſs that Mr: 1. 
will fay, that the Words: neceſfarily 
imply ſo much; whichris to beg the 
thing he conteſts for, and not to 


prove it. 
IF Moſes 
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Moſes ſpeaking as a Law-giver,to 

a Multitude that did not much re- 
fine in. their Speculations, or diſtin- 
ouiſh things with Philoſophical 
Niceneſs, ſeems very plainly by 
this Text (as the foregoing ones 
make it evident) to deſign only to 
tell them how far the Love of their 
Neighbour ought to extend: As 
not only to the Coing no Injury 
(ſpecified in ſundry Inſtances) but 
even - the bearing no Grudge ; And 
Fang ly fays he) Thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf. _ is, do 
him as little Harm, and as much 
Good, :as thou defireſt ſhould be 
done to thy. ſaf. Whether, or no, 
he ſhould be the Object of Deſire, 
is not .determined by this Pre- 
cept, farther than as Love na. 
turally draws Defire after it. But 
againſt the Lawfulneſs of any Crea- 
ture's being defired by- us, it is ſaid 
by. Mr. N., That 4s we. cannot love 
od with a Love of Benevolence, he 
wanting nothing to be wiſhed to his 
Perfettion, and Happineſs; ſo we 
ought 
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ought not 40 love the Creature with 4 
Love of Deſire, they being uncapable to 
muke any part of our Happineſs. What 
we cannot do, we are certain We 
qhall not: - And we- need little Cau- 
tion, not to deſire what is not deft- 
able, or (which is here equivalent) 
not 'pleaſing- to us. But though 
Men may poſſibly (in the Ignorance 
they arein of their own Being, and 
the Conftitution of other things, 
with their mutual Relations) mt- 
ſtake, that which can make them 


= happy; yet none can be ſup- 
not to know what, at the pre- 


fin 
poſt 
ou them; which is the Hap- 


pineſs, or. Pleaſure here intended. 
How little it ſignifies to this Matter 
- (though the Streſs of the Aſſertion 
lies in it) to fay, That ſewfible Ob- 
jetts are not the efficient, but occafi- 
onal Cauſes of our pleaſing Senſations, 
wilt foory be conſider'd. But if when 
we uſei the Word Love; we refleted 
what it is we mean by it, we ſhould 
perhaps be more inlighten'd than Þ 


Mr. N's Definition of it, and ſho d 
learn 
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learn-to diſtinguiſh better, +than' to. 
call\ difierenty,Paſlions, by ithen tame 
Name;..\or.:confaund+ Love, - with 
whatever is a Concomitant:of- it. 

.. When;lifay.thatl laye my Child, 
or My Friend, find. that my:Mean-, 
1ng 15, ;that-they: are/ithings I am. 
Klighted 10; Their Being {15-4 Plea- 


_ lureto me. 


_ Whea I fay-that Llove Gad above 
all, 1, find I:would expreſs that he is 
my, chieteſt Goo, and I-delight in 
tum above allthinggd +: + | 

Again, when Ifay-that-I love my 
ſell, I likewiſe |mean-by- it -that my 
T9 fay one loves:a\thing;;.and that 
It 15- that which;one; has Complai- 
ſency ing. is juſt:the fame: |Love-be- . 
ing, only.a\Name'given to that Diſ- 
poſition, or Act of. the..Mind, .we 
fd. in. qur {elves towards any; thing 
we arepleasd with; And-ſo far as1t 
is ſimply. Love, \conſiſts. barely in 
That; and. cannot ;be -diſtingwiſh'd 
into different Acts of wiſhing web, 
and deſiring; which-are other dif- 


ferent 


Love &" but vin'firbpſe! a@.-of the 
Mind, ooo? xcdolhpanicd wirh De» 
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-\Lesi wofarther; qbſerve, \how: our 
Beasts entraſticted m.;Qur. love. of 
other things.,oaſuv Bring bao evin 
dently: deltandsur neal gahcr 
Beings Aon o SLPPRs and HePPH4 
os pealsclin Nuno, {uffigent. 3: 


OI logs 


winy" 
improvee.” 0100 © 3 1 2071 3 
" As'to God hint -whor Meri 2 


a pode "of: his Narar 
makes him: hy be be 


" vt, he beſiows ol os oye 


rec” of Happineſs':''And in this 
Deg we ſhall to Eternity defire 


| more ond of him.- eQr1111} 291 * 
being both- Noteſfary 4 
Perfedt, we can therefore wilh' nv 
good to- him, Which-he has mor al- 
By ready ; 
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ready; Becauſe we cannot, conceive - 
any. Addition of Good can be made 
to him: +Qur Beneyolence 'is limi-- 
ted by his perfe& Nature, only to 
Acts of Joy and Complaiſance in his 
PerfeQtions, which is all we can do; 
But the ' doing of That declares, 
That.if any thing'could; be added-to 
his Perfection and. Happineſs , we 
ſhould 'wiſh, it. And therefore, asan 
Expreſſion of that ;Benevolence, it 
is made our Duty to give him Praite, 
4 as-much- as we can to Gloritic 
. Again,” When we fay,, That we 
love our-Children, - or Friends ; It is 
evident alſo from the Natureof the 


Object, that we: not only: wiſh to 


them as to our ſelves, whatever we 
conceive may, tend to continue, or 
improve their Being ; - but alſo, that 
Delire of : them is a neceſſary Con- 
comitant of qur-Love : Becauſe we 


are not always preſent with them, 


whereby we: ſhould enjoy them 
more : And it is impoſſible to love 
the Preſence , or Kindneſs of any 

; B +3 thing, 


the Low? of God. \ 833 


| 22 A Deſrowrſe torcerning 

' thing, without deſiring to poſſeh 
it, ' Now , If ary one will fay, 
weought cor eo be fo pleaſed ; They 
then deny that we ought to love: 
For we eannotlove but what we are 
pleaſed with. It istrue, that every 
one may apply words as they think 
fit; But others dught to take 


care not to be "poſſes on by them. 
And-if aft Yet will erther tell us 
That we S in which we 
find mo Pleafare ; r, That being 

leaſed with a ching, ye dre ye 


ove it; Or will call different Paſſions 
by the fameName;-Or imply inthe 
word Love, that-6s tion of 0- 


ther Patfiofs inſepwable,indeed,from 
Love, but varying according to 

the Objects obit z It will concern us 

to examine what they fay, before 

we receive their Didtates, as Mea- 

ſures for theRegularion of a Paſſion, 

upon the right ae mg of which 

depends bot reſent, and Future 

Happineſs. | 

ove is but one ſimple A of | 

the Mind : Bur whether our deſiring 

| [ 


the Lowe of God. 24 1 


of what we ove, or only wiſhun 
well to it, or both, follows that a 
of Love ; the Nature of the lovd 
Objet alone Determines. For if 
that be both capable of being a good 
to us, and of gy ein, ftrom-us, 
or from any. thing elſe, it is then 
certain that we with both : If it be 
capable of but one, and we know it. 
to be ſo, it is. certain we can then 
with but one. The DiftinQion 
which is made of love of Benevo-. 
lence, and Concupiſcence, (arifing; 
only from the di ' Natures of. 
the Objects of our Love) is only 
the Miſ-application of the word 
Love to difierent ats conſequent to: 
Love, but aiſtinR from it, and de- 
pending on the cilbebent Nature of 
the Object. | 

Bur it is faid, That »o Creature 
capable of being 4 Good to w. Every 
Man's Experience confutes this eve- 
ry Day, and would do fo, although 
that were true that theſe Men con- 
tend for; which therefore cannot 1 
the leaſt tend to promote Piety. po 

B 4 


26 A Diſcourſe concerning 


Ie is certain , that to believe 
(which is evidently true) that we 
receive all our Good from the Hand 
of God; ought to be, and effectively | 
15, the proper Ground of our Love 
of Him above all things. But that 
we do receive all our good from the 
Hand of God, is equally acknow- 
ledged whether we believe the crea- 
ture receives an Efficiency from 
God to excite pleaſing Senſations in 
us; Or that God himſelf exhibiting 
you of his 'Eſſenceto us, at the.pre- 
ence of the Creature, is himſelf the 
immediate Author of thoſe Pleaſi 
Senſations: Which is the Hypotheſis 


propoſed for the Advancement of the | 
Love of God. | 


But as Truth. of .no kind is ever 
advantaged by Falſhood ; ſo alſo, it | 
leems a reſpect Due to ſoumportant, * 
and withal, fo evident aDuty asthe | 
Love of God, not needleſly to lay 
the ſtreſs of it upon any Doubtful, 
Unintelligible, or Precarious Hypo- 
theſrs; whatever Pretences it carries 
with it of Piety. 
| Pompous 
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Pompous Rhapſodies of the,Soul's 
debaſing her ſelf, when ſhe deſcends 
toſet-the leaſt-part;of her Aﬀe@ions 
upon - any. thing; but. her Creator, 
(however well they may poſſibly be 
intended) are plainly but a comple- 
menting. God, with-the contempt of 


| his. Works, ,by which. we are the 
moſt Full 


t etiecually led toKaow, Love, 
and Adore him, And fuch. kind of 
Expreſſions as. catr 
but Abfolute A 


OrTERACE, . Or Con- 


tul, leem.,only »- AS UNPreE- | 


meditated RaptarggabDevour:Minds, - 


not the ProduGions af \Philoſophical 
Rh eto 5. Rnd ll, 

thoſe t t 

they; carry.a ſhow of.ſome. Truth in 
the Heart of, the Speaker, which 


” E 


they - ſtrictly. have. not in them-. 


ſelves... For., 'tis ngt..unhkely that a 


lively . Remorſe may. ſo - turn the. 


Stream. of ſome Men's Afﬀections 


from all ſenſible Pleafures, and g!'© 


them ſo ſtrong a Diſgult for rhe, 
that. the- very Remembrances In 
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not. a Relative, - 


and., will, only affect 
e that are truely Pious, . whilſt. 


28 ADifomwſe concerning 
Ideas of thoſe Pleaſures, even where 
allowabk, may become Ungrateful : 
As Men have often Averſion to ſee 
or hear of Places or. Perſons, (other- 
times Dear to them) by which, or 
in which, they have ſuffer d much, 
= Paſhons where they are ſtrong, 
rips a Logick of their own, not 
pur Reon, hl acy 'they -often 
A feantly c invert to 
and Srl own (Sores 7 And when 


m_ i intlie- e (with which 
t90-many wh pars Reſon has | 
_—_— h advance 
| by. Santi. 
Te not” ty ene on -of- wthach,, , 


perhaps ſome of the Myſtical Di- 
vines are an Example. But to gras 
Bxtrayaganee: focver this may be 
carried, 1t 15 not oirnffery Bo 
| heved; That he+wWhwp# requires the 
Service of 'the--whole Mas, 2 ona 
the Paſſions from bearin 

whilſt we ſuffer them neit fo Ih 
poſe:upon our-felves, nor others, to 
the admitting of wrang Notions, 
Þr Cju- 


- the Love of Gl 6 © 
Prefadicial to true Religion” Ando 


' it is likely, that mary People of 


weak Underſtandings , may owe 
moſt of their Religion to their PaF 
ſions ; It being certa ift, thar if forne 
Men had no rtiore Religiort thart 
they are capable of having by = Rz- 
tional Diſquiſitiot, it muſt be 'ex- 
ceeding little. > 98 
' But whenever any one pretends 
to preſcribe Meafures of Duty, not 
ſuited to a Popular Audience, but 
ſich as ſhall callenge the- ſtricteſt 
Attention atd' Seratiny of Reaſon, 
lt ought to exclude all Meta- 
Notions will deſervedly be faſpeded 
of ſome Defect, whith are: uſher'd 
in, or artended with Fkghts, not 
only ont of ' the' reath of * common 
Senſe, but which oppoſe the Expe- 
rience of Mankind ; As all fach do 
that have for Foundation the Crez 
ture's being utcapable to procure 


any good : There being tone of 


pproach, 
gow 
ontri- 


them, - perhaps, that we's 


which either does not, Or a 


30- A Diſcourſe concerning 
contribute to our Good, or Ill ; And' 
which truly ate not in Effect al- 
'low'd to do fo,. by thoſe who deny 
them to be Efficient Cauſes. For it 
will be found to amount to the ſame 
thing in- regard of us, and our Ob- 
ligation-to-deſire them,whether they 
are Efficient, or Occaſional Caules, 
of our pleaſing Senſations : The 
proof of which laſt Opinion, (taken 
trom their own Ignorance of any 
other way to. explain the Nature of 
our Ideas ,.,,and Perceptions) They 
can hardly feel the force of; Withour. 
having a' great. Opinion of their 
own Faculties, -or a very ſmall one: 
of the- Power, and Wiſdom of God. 
And. they. muſt: alſo+ be very clear 
ſighted, if they candiſcern-how this, 
Hypotheſis | of, ſeeing all things in. 
God, helps us one jot further in the 
Knowledge of our Ideas, and Per-- 
ceptions;, which is the thing it was 
Primarily, pretended to. be deſign'd. 
tor. They. who advance this No- 


tion,. do. only. fetch a Circuit, and 
then.return wherethey were before, 


without 


"- the Lowe of God: - 2n. 


without ining any advantage, by 
nou eg they do) from the 
Wiſdom of God,” in framing his 
Creatures like the Idols of the Hea- 
then, that have Eyes, and ſee not ; 
Ears, and hear not, .&c. 

But we. are only now concern 'd; 
to- inquire of what Ule this Opi- 
nion-is in Morality ;: That any one 
ſhould be zealous in — it orr 
that account. - ; 

The Creatures they fay are OCCa- 
ſional Cauſes. of 'our. pleaſing Senſa- 
tions.” Then, however, they. are 
Cauſes of them. They deny not: 
alſo, That they are ſuch Cauſes as 
are always accompanied with the 


Effect, and without which the Effect 


15 not produced. Andare they not: 
then- cenfiderd as Goods to us, juſt 
the fame as if they .were efficient: 
Cauſes? Or muſt we think a beautiful 
Flower has not the ſame Appearance, 
whether it be believd that God has 
lodg'd a power in the Flower to cx- 

cite the Idea of its Colour in us, Or 


that he himſelf exhibits the Idea of 


its 


Ja A Dijcanrſe conterning 
:t5 Colour .at the preſence of that 
Object » If the Flower is either way 
equally pleaſing (as certainly # is) 
thee iis ale equiity defireable. Bo 
the Wiſdom of God carinot herein 
be equally admired, becauſe it is not 


equally Hog 3s te For if God 
uutedately exhibirs to me all my 


' klka's, and that I do not truly 

with my Eyes, and hear with my 
Ears; then all that wonderful Ex- 
aneſs and o_ wm yg 
ut frarramg, tne Organs 
fwems faperfiuous and vain; Which 
3 no ſmall Reflection uport infinite 
| Wiſdom. « 

We are —_—_ __ | That the 

whole of our Dury 
conſiſts in:naking 'God ti e Ob- 
ject ofour Deſires; The leaft ſpark of 
mbich ſacred Fire cannot light upon the | 
Creatures, witheut ſo far defrauding ' 
hin : And that the Reafon of this | 
Duty 1s, becauſe the Creatures are | 
wot the efficient Cauſes: of tur Sen(a- * 
trons, It this be fo, this feems allo to | 
lay an Imputation upon the W.;/ com 


"IR (| 


. the Love of God, 35 
and Goodneſs of God, who has'laid 
the Foundation of our Duty mn'a Rev- 
fon whicty he has conceal from) us. 
For this great Cauſe why we ſhould 
lovehim alone, (viz. becauſe the Crea- 
tures ave not the efficient Cauſes of our 
Sexſations) is ſo hidden from.us by 
all the Art,and Contrivance, obſerva- 
ble in Nature, that if * were pur- 
poſely deſign'd to ' be conceald, 
and we purpoſely intended to be 
miſled, it could not be more ſo. For 
mEflect tal this laſt Age, it has not 
been diſcovers; - Or at keaſt very 
ſparingty;- And even ſtill (as it fees) 

caft' in” Metaphyſical 
| le of it. This, 1 ; 
- think were ſome Refle- 
Aion-upor the Divine Wiſdom ; Yet ' 
nolefs thanthisfs ſaid. For the whole 
_ of our Daty: is placed in a righr Re- 
ulation of our Love: The whole 
of that Regyhation in making God 
the ſole Obje&t of our Deſires; And 
having only Charity, . or Beneve 
lence, for his Creatures. And thus 
Diſtribution is gronnded. 0n.20 oo 


34 A Diſcourſe concerning 
Text: of Seripture; Nor on other. } 
Foundation from Reaſon, than this | 
only, That the Creatures are not the 3 
efficient Cauſes of our pleaſing. Sen- 
ſations. IN a 

Indeed, ſometimes, the Severity 
of ſome  Precepts of Morality may 
well-be. thought to-have been a hin- 
drance to the Diſcoyery of their | 
Truth; Andrthis of Centring all our | 
Aﬀections upon God, and- not per- 
mitting the leaſt of our Deſires 
to run out after ſenlible Goods, car- 
ries at firſt Sight, .a. ſpectous Pre- 
tence of being of-that Nature, - And 
doubtleſs, with: many plain, well- 
meaning. People;. (who underſtood 
not the Metaphyſical Ground of it, 
But endeayonr'd to:pracue it with- 
out pretending to prove it) -it tended 
to, great Auſterities; ſometimes per-, * 
haps Uletul;. bur. moſt commonly | 
Superſtitious, and-Pernicious to true. 
Religion. But alate Teacher of this 
Doctrine, thu' he has advanced the 
Theory, is more favourable in the 
practical part, than-to recommend 


by 


the Love of God. 35: 
” © by it any ſuch Popiſh Mortifications 
he OY 20d Severities: And he, with great 
, XZ Reaſon, ſeems to believe; that the 
"1" [7 good things of this World were gi- 
XZ ven to be enjoyed by us. No Crea- 
ture he ſays, indeed, can be Loved, 
or Deſired, without Defrauding God, 
and even committing the Sin of Ido- 
latry, Vol. III. -Praftical Diſcourſe, 
p. 62. 67, Conſequently therefore, 
there can be-no more hateful Sin to 
the Almighty than (feeling Cold, or 
Hunger) to deſire Fire, or Food, asany 
goodro us: But he tells us at the 
time, That tho'. the things 
are by no means to be deſired 
as ; Tet they may be ; yan 
ſought for as ſuch, and enjoyed, p. 73, 
74. He whoſe Head u caſt in a Me- 
taphyſical Mould has, . it. may be, 
Privileges of Nature which accom- 
pany it, that ordinary Mortals are 
Strangers to; Who tho' they can 
canceive indeed a thing to be lovd 
Z without. being ſought, or to be 
Z fought withour being lov'd; Let om 


36 A Diſcourſe concerning 
the Frailty of their own Conſtity- 
tions will ſcarce ever be perfwaded 
in Fact that they, and thus Author, 
' beingthoroughly Cold, ſeek for Fire, 
u - —_ paar 4 Or will 
in t He being t Hungry, 
Catia Boddorniyapenn ave rs Fo ; 
count, and not out of any Deſire that F 
he has to the Meat ; Should he tell | 
. themever ſo much, That the Mind | 
of Man, conſcious of its own Digni- F 
fF, and Innate Nobleneſs, ought not | 
co debaſe ir felf ro fach mean At- 
ſections, as the Love of any Cres 
pure: 7he Creatures being no more a | 
pable to pleaſe amy Faculty than to 
| Create it; And therefore have wo Pre- 
rence to the leaft Intereft in our Love, 
Prac. D. Þ. 59. And it will even 
not be eafte for him to perſwade 
them, That he does not, in this, vi- 
thfie the Wiſdorn of his Creator, and 
reproach God for not having made 
hm 2s he onght to have done. For 
Men are very ſeldom talk'd out of 
their Senſes. And if they ſhonld 
oor want the Charity tobelteve him 
ſincere, 
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" ohe Love of Cor. 37 
finovre; they. will yer alſo be yery 
to:conchtide hirh unacquarnted 
my World, ant Humane Na- 
rare, to' judge © of that'of others by 
his own extraordinary, and Metaplry- 
ſical Conſtitation. 

But the Words of the Text, Matr. 
Xxij. 37. Thon ſhalt love the Dordt 
God with af thy" Fteart, ' with all t 
Soul, amd with a} thy Mind, he fays, 
will admit of no other good Inter- 
pretution than that God is folely, and 
only, to be Loved: Sire po to 
lerable Stufe be can te faid to Low 
God. with all” bis and af by 
Mind, thar only Iroes þ r above other 
things ; other things at the 
fame time a Bare in his Eove, p. IO. 
je Tre: Words amo nent: 
genera upon t1e/e S amv 
to eee d ork er thrs - to pt 4 
the Prime, and Principal, 0hjeft 
onr Love, and : That we 5.4 
to Love him in a ſapertative way above 
af other tr] Aa hryct Fer che 
ary Good, or | 
commit the 
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238 A Diſeourſe concerning 


That we are always to preferr him in 
our Love, chuſing to obey him rather 
than Man, and to pleaſe him rather F 
than ſatisfie our own Will, and to en. i 
joy him rather than any Worldy or Car. 
nal Pleaſure, p. 5, 6. Butthis Inter- | 
pretation, he thinks, exhauſts not the F 
Senſe of the Commandment ; fince ne | 
Logick, or. Grammar, can bear to call | 
the Part, \ though the larger Part, the | 
whole, p. 10, - But it is not the Que- Þ| 
{tion whether Logick, or Gram- | 
mar, will bear calling the Part the 
whole; -but whether. every Text-in 
Scripture.is to be interpreted.by his | 
Logick, and Grammar: Or whether, | 
in ſome Caſes, Scripture does-not 
py ener it. ſelf 7 the non, 
and fi ve ways of ſpeaking uſu 

amongſt Men ; Which when rightly, 
not literally underſtood, are not con- 
trary to Logick, and:Grammar. This 
It is plain the Opinionof the Divines, 
Ta render Men 1s,, That the 
.oCripture does ſo: accommodate it 
felf : Becauſe they: have. interpreted 
this Text, and not- this alone, but 
| E others 


"the Love of God. 39 
ethers allo in ſuch a Senſe. And 
therefore if he-would put any Streſs 
upon this Argument, he muſt firſt 
ſhow that thoſe are miſtaken who 
think that | Scripture oftentimes 
ſpeaks figuratively and . popularly ; 
which is ſo receiv'd an Opinion, that 
to oppoſe it as' he does (or elſe ſays 
nothing to the Purpoſe) without gt- 
pn: reaſon at all, in this place, 
for 1o doing, ſeems to argue more 
Arrogancy than Impartiality in the 

- fearch of Truth. 'Now if Scripture 
does ſometimes accommodate tt felt 
to the ordinary ways of ſpeaking 
amongſt Men; Why ſhould it not be 
\thought to do ſointhis Text 2 Where- 
in the common - Senſe of Mankind 
'6ppoſes- afy other "Meaning as poſh- 
-ble, than that which is famuliar to us. 
 Forit cannot bedeny'd, that, 1n every 
Language, nothing is more ordinary 
than to fay we lovea Perſon intirely, 
or with aſl our Hearts, when we 10V© 


them 'very much; And yet better 


if we love them 


And as we mean 
no 


may this be faid, 
above all others. 


40 A Difromſe concerning 


nomorethan aneofthefe two things, 


by theſe 1{ſons, ſo we deſign 
not to be underſtogd atherwiſe: —- 
this is ſo well known, that we are 


allo never miſtaken in them, 

But it is yet more evident, that 
this Text isto be underſtand in the 
familiar Senſe of the Words; If it 
be remembred that they are the In- 
junRion of a Lam dakar ( Deut, vi. | 
5. from whence our Saviour cites | 
them) .toaRude, and Witerate Peo- 

ple. NowtheDuty that theſe Words . 
Eons, Me, N, himſelf confeſſes, can- 
notbecarricd higher than the Inter- 
preters have carried it (viz, ts Low 
God fapremehy, aud above all things) 
withact | ES” the,  j Une 
uy Hy rece:zved : Which 


wht tay Moſes if age al- 
foto = Ihratlites, he makes him an 
admirable Lawgiver, to deliver to 


us People the. moſt Eſential of all 
his Laws, ſoas it wasnot, or cannot be 

Tan 44 a, that gne of a Hundred, 

wr ho wr one amongſt them, did 
underſtand it. For | Rordk it will 

not 


the Love of God. 41 


Þ norbe demy'd by Mr. N. Thar though 
| ory eavly light wpor this Notion, and 


wasnet (as the World imagines he 
| was) behalden to Pere Mbrexekc 


for it ; That the Z/rae/ztes gen 
| werenotfo Sed tar al owl 


- 
: © phical as he, in their Natural Ge- 
| nivs; And yet lc, that they either 
| Cultivated any fuch Speculations m 
| thetime of Moſes; Or had any Tra- 
{ "dition, or receiv'd Opinion amongſt 
them, That the Creatures were not 
Efficient, but Occaſronal Canſes of their 
 Pleafing Senſations; by which they 
| might be enabled to underſtand this 
Command concerning loving God, 
not in the familiar, and conceivable 
Senfe of the Words, but in Mr: N's 
Logical, and, Grammatical, though 
otherwiſe Inconceivable Senſe © 
them. | : 5 
But beſides that Lewes Al 
ways give their Laws 1 
nil mana they can; T 5 kerma? 
ceivableneſs alſo of Mr. N'5 = a fuffi- 
the Words as a Moral Rule, cient 
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cient reaſon in it ſelf why Moſes ſhould 
not be underſtood according to his 
Explanation; Which puts a Mean- 
ing upon the Command that is ap- 
-parently, and plainly impracticable: 
viz. That God is 10 wholly to be 
loved, that it is defrauding Him, to 
place the leaſt Degree of our Love 
upon the Creatures; And that there- 
fore, though they may be ſought and 
injoyed by! us as Goods, yet they 
cannotbedeſired by us as ſuch, with- 
. out Sin. 'This. Inconceivableneſs of 
any other Senſe; that could (by his 
Auditors at leaſt) be put upon his 
Words; might, 1 doubt not, in any 
other Caſe, plead Moſes's Excuſe to 
Mr. N. himſelf, for having thus 
_tranſgreſsd,.as he thinks, againſt Lo- 
gick and Grammar, whultt he ex- 
preſsd himfelf in a. way,, that rhay 
well-be ſupposd to have been as fa- 
muliar and uſual then, as: it is now. 
It 1s to be hoped, that to many others 
he will not need - excuſe in this, 
wherein, ( with what hasa Natural 
Connexion, -and is accordingly, "_ 
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of Moſes, joined to. it by our 'Savi 
= has ſo well comprenenx 
the Duty of Mankind,,-that "Chriſt 
lays, This de, . and. thou: ſhalt' ave : 
That is, Love the Lord thy God with 
all thy Soul, 'with al thy Heart, with 
all #4 Mind, and with o. Strength: 
And thy Neighbaur as hy jel- 1309!) 
 Thele Commands have. no Obs» 
ſcurity, -or Difficulty atall to be un- 
derſtood; if we have honeſt Hearts; 
and Heads not poſſes d with'an Hy- 
potheſis which every thing:mult be 
made to chime to.: For, to love any 
thing-with-all our Hearts, is in its 
known and uſual - cation, to 
love it a-dently. - Moſes joins to 10- 
ving God with all our Hearts; lovi 
him alſo, withgll our Souls, and 
our- Minds;. That is, with-all- the 
Faculties.of our .reaſonable}Nature, 
And by this, we areitaught not only 
to love him very ardently, but 
above allother things ; As being.0ur 
Creator, and great Benefactor, vp9? 
whom, 'we depend every Momen: 
and from whom we receive all — 
| 'S G 
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ET iehet e 
we all that we h 

for; Asallo, as bang every wok 
hun mY RS ie of all De 
grees of fon) a Being the 
mott lovely. Fookſh Men me. fre- 
& Experience ſhows ) love ar- 
. dently oftegtimes, without conſide- 
ring whether the Objet of their Þ 

- Love be worthy of it. But Yo /ow | 
with the Mind and the Soul, as well 
as the Heart, is not to love fo; but | 
© to lovewsgh the Underſtanding, Ry 
tionally, as well as Paſſionately. And 
we cannot Love God with our Sow; 
azd. with our 'Mind, that is, with the 
Application of eur -Underſtandings, 
and with zreaſorable Love, without 
loving him above all his Creatures; 
Becauſe he is infinitely more lovely ; 
And every onesreaſon, when he cor 
_ it, maſt always -allent that he 
is ſo. 
— TheDuty then that we are taught 
is plainly what reaſon requires, V/2. 
That we love the moſt loyely Being 
above all others; And that all the 
Powers, 
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Powers, and Faculties of our Mind,. 
onſet in this - reference of him : 


in That we think of him (as well as we 
s Bareable) as he is ; and pay the high- 


| Tribute of Aﬀection, and Adora- 
tion, to him that our Natures are ca- 
pable of. ' This is alſo plainly Practt- 
able, and what we may know whe» 
[ther we perform or no, by asking 
Jour ſelves, whether we are willing 
Ito For with any ather Good for the 
ut I Sake of this; (as Father, Mother, 
+ MHuband, Wife, or Children, &c.) 
- Which our Saviour tells hor ane 
5 Fs not ready to part with for 
Bf Sake is not worthy of him; But that 
” þ whoſoever parts with any of theſe . 
u W for the Goſpel's Sake, ſhall reccive 
S; WI manifold Reward, both in this Lite , 
'; Wind inthe World to come. Now it 
'- WW none of theſe were allow'd to be de- 
© If ſirable to us, but to be only Objects 
of our Charity (as Mr. N. ſays they 
it ought to be) Why ſhould we delerve 
z. if logreat Reward for forſaking of ne | 
6 | for God's Sake 2 And why {hou 
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firm. the Deſireableneſs of theſe 
things to us, if they were not in 
ſome Degree allow'd 'to Le deſired: 
But Mr. N. ſays, weare command- 
ed to, Love -oir Neighbour, as our 
ſelves; And that it being plain, that 
wedonot love our ſelves with a Love 
of Deſire, therefore it is plain that 
we ought. not to love our Neigl- 

. bour G 
-, Moſes, ity Levit. xix. from whence 
- the aboye cited Text is taken, ha- 
ving rehearsd divers other Laws to 
the People, comes to tell them what 
they owe* to their Neighbour; 
which he does from the x3 to the 
18th. Verſe; with "ivhich he thus 
concludes : 7 hou ſhalt not avenge, hu 
bear any grudge againſt the Children of 
thy People. But thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf. The Senſe of 
theie Words could not be miſtaken 
by any one who was not prepoſlelſsd 
with an Hypotheſis, which he was 
willing to ſupport from Scripture 
Authority. For Moſes having told 
thz-Feole, That they ſhould not de- 
: * 7. "9" non 
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wy. fraud” their Neighbour ; * That they 
red, # fhowd: not mock at his Infirmities': 
rand. || That they ſhould not oppreſs him ; But 
- ou | jnage in Righteouſneſs, not reſpetting 
thar N the Perſon of the Poor or the Rich ; 
ove N That they ſhould not only not ſtand 
that | 4gain/i the Blood of. their Neighbour; 


igh- But. alſo, not hate him in their: Heart ; 
And turther, That they ſhould not 

only - take care of his Temporal 
Wellfare, but alfo of his Spiritual ; 
By-rebuking: him when” he * ſins; Anil 
ikewife; be ſo : far from, avenging 
themſelves :when injured by him, 
that they fhould not ſo much 2s bear a 
Grudge againſt. him ; He concludes 
all with that which ought to be'the 
Spring. from which all theſe good 
Offices to our Neighbour ſhoukl 
proceed; and which in ſhort, fully 
teaches us the Extent of our Duty to 
»1 | him: 7hou ſhalt Love thy Neighbour 
@ thy ſelf. That is, plainly, That 
45 we love our ſelves; and from that 
{ | Principle of Love, do good to our 
felves - ſo we ſhould alſo love our 
Neighbour,- and from that Prin! ple 
On of 
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. of Love to him, ſhould do him all 


the good that we can : Not only 
barely performing towards him the 
outward Acts of thoſe Duties herc 
injoined, or any other ; But per- 
forming them upon the ſame Prin- 
eiples of Delight, and Complaiſance 
in his well being which we have in 
our own ; Without which, all our 
Performances will be defective. 
: we ago here conſider, Moſes 
peaking either as a Lawpiver, or as 
« Philolpher. If as the Firſt, then 
without doubt he anuft te thougit 
to have ſpoke fo, as the People 
whom he ſpoke to caukd the ecafilicit 
apprehend him. And - the whole 
Scope of hus Diſconrfe, makes the 
above-mentioned Senſe of his Words 
plainly tHe moft obvious meaning of 
them, wiz, ' Thar as Pe love 
theenſelves, and upon that Principle 
of Love da goad ta themſelves; So 
alſo it. their Duty to Jove their 
Neighbour; without which, they 
cannot diſcharge whar they owe to 
him, Neither could any other w_ 
E c 


a —_— ms. «© ._2 p— 


the Love of God. a9 

be put upon the Words of ' Mofes, © | 
Thou ſhalt Love thy Neighbour as t 
jeif - Wahout the Learned Diftin- 
Qin of Love of Benevolenee, and 
Love of Concupiſcence ; Which it 
s hard to believe, That Mr. N, or 
iy oge elſe can think many, tf any, 
of the Iſraelires were acquainted 
with. Tho' if he conkd fappoſe they 
had been ſo, and that Moſes himſelf 
had had R toit; and had alo 
Philoſophized as ilf as the People; 
L wonder My. 1. ſhould not ſee rhar 


«& would yer make — to his 
: Sinee Moſes is not here tel- 


ne them alt that they awfully 
fray do, bat all that rhey necefſa- 
ty moſt do, not to fail m rheir 
Duty, 

Bur if Mr. N. had rather Aofes 
ſhould be conſider d here, _—_— 
& a Philoſopher, according to, ( 
mſtructing the People in) the true 
Nature of things; as well 25 layng 
down Precepts for then to obey; 
It is then more evident, That the 


Words of Moſes . will not only not 
| C 4 comply 
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. comply with the Senſe He puts 
upon, them, bat alſo that they are 
oppoſite to it. ' For Moſes ſays, Thou 
- » ſhalt Love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf: 
That is, thou ſhalt take the ſame 
Complaifance, in the Being, and 
well Being of thy Neighbour, as in 
thy own. Now it is maniteſtly im- 
poſſible, and contradiftious, that we 
ſhould rejoice, and take Complai- 
ſance, in what is no way defireable 
to'us : Or that we ſhould not deſire 
that in which we rejoice, and take 
Complaiſance, The Being theretore, 
and well Being of our Neighbour; 
muſt neceſſarily be- deſireable to us; 
and we could not otherwiſe love him 
as our ſelves. For it is certain; That 
our own Being, and well Being, arc 
deſirable to us : (Who is there. that 
does not deſire the Continuation of 
them?) And therefore that there is 
- no Love without Deſire, any morc 

than without Benevolence (as is ap- 
parent in our Love of God) fo far as 


the Objects. of our Love admits of 
-  - I 


But 


But Love f1mply, as is above faid, 
s that Diſpoſition, - or A, of the. 
Mind, which we find in our ſelves 
towards any 'thing we are pleasd 
with; and conſiſts - barely 'in that 
Diſpoſition,, or At; And cannot 
be diſtinguiſh'd into different Acts 
of wiſhing well, or Benevolence ; 
And Deſiring: Which are other dif- 
ferent Adts-of theMind; exerted ac- 
cording to the difterent Objects of 
our Love.. We defire to injoy in eve» 
ry thing,that in them whicledelights 


Ws; And we- wiſh well to the Being: 


of every thing that helps to make 
us happy. If their Being can be 
continued with 'our Injoymeris - of 
them ;. that Injoymeat 1s.alſo neceſ- 
farily deſired by_ us: Itbeing unpol- - 
ble for any Creature not to Delirc 
whatever | appears to. them to make 

a part of their Happineſs. | 
But now whence is it that ariſes 
either thoſe Wars, and Vaolences, 
that are in the World among(t Mea 
one With another; or thole Tumwts, 
and Perturbations,that too frequentiy: 
| | Cx {privg 
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ſpring up in their own Breaſts, 
when all things without them are 
Serene, Pea e,and Quict ? Fram 
Defrre, it is true, all theſe Mif- 
chiefs proceed : And Defire is the 
inexhauſtibk Fountain 6F Folly, Sin, 
is it not therefore worthy of our 
orcateſt Application, and Endea- 
vours, to. free our ſelves from fo 
Dangerous Evits? Withour doubr it 
rs ſo. And'this has always been the 
Care of the Wife ::Preſent, as well as 
Future Bappineſs, being concernd 
ain 1t. 


Quz Cupit aut metuit, juvat 
ilum fic Domus aut res ; 


Ut Lippam pitt Tabule fomenta 
ram 


Auriculas Cithare callefla 
forde dolentes. 


But we are toenquirewhat remedy 
Religion gives us to this Diſeaſe >And' 
that we are ſare can be no other than 
Reaſon preſcribes; which is to pro- 

£ oh portion: 
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portion our Defires to the worth of 
things : For where they go beyond 
thar, weare certain to be difappoin- 
rd, whether we miſs, or obtain,what 
we defire. Bur ſo far as the injoy- 
ment of things are m their real 
worth anſwerable to our Defires; fo 
far weare really Happy : And ſhould 
we always ſo ſucceed in a conſtant 
wain of our Deſires, we ſhould, ac- 


cording to our Capacity, be per- 
hay Heppy. 
| e cannot concetve any Being to 
be without Defires but God. Norcan 
we conceive it to be a fault for any 
Creature tv at furtable ro its Na- 
ture ; and defire things that'can be 
injoy'd ; and will cantribute' to its 
Happines. This Fam fure Holy Writ 
allows us : For the Apoſtle tells us, 
That God has given us all things 
riehly to injoy. And Moſes himlſelt, 
(whatever Metaphyſical Notions Mr. 
N. pats into him) tells the People 
of Fraet, Deut: xxvi. 11. Thou ſpalt 
rejoice in every good thing which the 
Lord thy God has green 70 thee'; Thow 


an 
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and the Levite, and the Stranger that 

#5 among/} you : Which was but ſui- 

table to the Land of Promiſe, flow- 

ing with Milk, and Honey, propoſed 

to the Deſires of that whole People. 
And, I think, we.may ſay, not one 
of the Six hundred Thouſand would 
have marched through the Wilder- 
neſs, had nor Moſes allow'd them to 
deſire the: good things of Canaan, 
but told them they muſt deſire no- 
thing of the Creature. But our Er- 
rour, and, Unhappincis is, that we 
do not. regulate our Deſircs aright 
They are not. under the Govern 
ment,, and Direction of our Reaion, 
and Judgment ; but lead thele away 
Captiye with. them. in. their endlets 
Chace after whatever ſtrikes our 


Imaginations with any.Pleaſing Idea. 


The beſt Remedy for which that 
Reaſon can preſcribe, is what Reli- 
. gion has injoyn'd us; wiz. an Ar- 
dent Love of God above all things. 
For our Deſires placed upon this Ob- 
ject will not only never be difap- 
Pointed; But alſo the Love of God 
| above 
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above all other things, will the moſt 
effeually ſecure us trom any immo- 
derate Love of any of his Crea- 
tures » Becauſe the contrariety - be- 
tween ſuch a Love of God, and any 
ſinful or inordinate Love of the 
Creature makes them inconliſtent. 
If therefore ' the Love of God, and 
the Intereſts of another life, were 
conſtantly our Ruling and Predonn- 
nant Paſſion; If in this ſenſe (as low 
4 1t ſeems to Mr. N:) we did Love 
God:with all our Heart, with all .our 
Soul, and with all our Strength; 'We 
ſhould not only be ſecure of doing 
our Duty, but. alſo: rhake the beſt 
proviſion that we could for our Hap- 
pineſs even here in this World. For 
then the diſappointments -we might 
meet within the Love of any thing: 
elle, would never indanger the foun- 
dations of our Satisfaction ; which, 
like a Houſe built upon a Rock, could 
not be mov'd -by any. Storms or 
 Tempeſts of Fortune : | And we 
nught fay, with Dr. ZZ. More, | 


What's 
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What's Plagne, or Priſor, Lofs of 
Friends , | 

Wir, Dearth, ar Death, that al 
things Fnds 2 

Mere Bughears for the Childiſh 
Mind ; 

Pure Panick Terrors of the Blind. 


Which however it may look to 
ſome like a Religions Rant, is no 
more than in other inſtances we may 


find ence to: have made good 
the — For even in the Lore 
ef. the things of this World, very 
often, one Afﬀection, or Defire, has 
fo much the Pofleflion of a Man's 
Heart, that all others (how natural 
þo ——_ ſoever he has to them) 

very weakly , and ſuper- 
_ ficially affect rar their ew 
or Miſcarriage: And thisno Man that 
x either very Ambitious; very Co- 
vetous; very much in Love; or poſ 
ſelsd ſtrongly with any other Paſſion; 
can deny to be ſo. 


The 
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The Love of God therefore as we 
- | are capableof loving hum, (that is, 
| chiefly, not ſolely) docxefiedtmall 
; | ſecure our Happineſs, and earns 
quently” our Duty : For he defires 
ng of vs, but thar we ſhoukd be 
as Happy as he has made us 
of Bewwg ; And has laid no Fraps, 
or Snares, to render us Miferable ; 
Nor does he require impoflible Per- 
formances from us. Yet it is wwe 
neverthelef, that the conſtant Com- 
mmication that we have with fenſft- 
ble Qbj which: are apt' too. fay 
to ingape our Afﬀtections, makes the 
Regulation of our Deſires ro demand: 
our greateſt Care, and Watchfulneſs : 
And too much can never be ſaid of 
the Neceſlity of this Duty, which in 
general conſiſts in deſiring every 
Ing according to its worth : And 
the Objects of our Deſires are either 
Things of Temporal concernonly,or 
of Eternal alſo ; between which, as 
there cannot be in themſelves, © 
therefore there ought not to be 1n our 
Eſtimation, any Compariſon. oa ; 


s3 A Diſcourſe concerting 


Of things Temporal which are 
the Objects. of our Deſires, They 
are either ſuch as are fo, from Wants 
of Nature; or Wants of our own 
making. For it 1s certain, That Cu- 
ſtom, and Education (to which we 
owe moſt of the: Miſchiefs we ſuffer, 
and uſually charge upon Nature) 
have procurd us very many Wants 
which: She intended us not; And 
-which therefore accordingly vary in 
difterent Countries., and Ages of 
the World - And. theſe Wants are 
very many more (eſpecially 1n the 
Civilizd Nations as we call them) 
than the Wants of Nature; wvzz. 


' Queis \bumana f1bi doleat 
- ' Natura negats.. ' * 
_ | They are wife who indeavour to 
contract ticir Deſires to | the laſt : 
But whoever iays the Denial of what 
Nature. requires , ought: not to be 
eſteem'd an-Unin:ipineſs, talks like 
A Ditciple of Chrv/ Pp 4S, and not of 
Jetus Chrift ; Wn! t-1ilowers are {0 

| often 
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often exhorted to do good: to all 
Men : Which, at leaſt a cluect part 
of it, confiſts in removing the Pains 
and Miſeries they ſuffer trom their 
Natural-Wants, and Neceſlitics : And 
This great part of Charity muft be: 
perform'd according to that Rule of 
the Apoſtle, Zeb. xiii. 16. To do 
good and to communicate forget nots, 
for with ſuch Sacrifice God is well 
pleaſed. | 
- And altho' when the want of thoſe 


things which Nature requires,comes 


in: competition with any good of 
Eternal Concernment, they may well 
be thought light, and be lighted in 
that Compariſon ; yet in themſelves 
they cannot, nor ought to be ſo; 
And- our Maſter himlelf, thought 
thus ; When for the Foy that was ſet 
before him he. indured the Croſs, &C. 
But tho! it be a great part of Wiſdom 
to contract our Deſire, only to what 


Nature requires ; Yet, as we muſt 


not ſeek the Satisfaction of our Na- 


tural Appetites, when it cannot be 


obtain'd without prejudice to ſome 
| Duty 
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Duty winch ought at that time to be 
preferrd ; So the gratification of Ap- 
petites which are not properly Na- 
tural, but which we have receiv'd 
from Cuftom, nd Education, isnot : 
always Sirrful. For befides that Cu- 
ſton (whuch it may be was none of 
our fault) is oftentimes as ftrong a 
Nature in us; Thofe acquired Appe- 
tites are allo many times no ways 
prejudicial to what we owe either to 
God, or our Neighbonr ; And where 
they are 'nor ſo, their Gratification 
cannot be Sinful. Our Saviour, who 
fad, 7his doaud thou ſbatt Lioe;aſſures 
as, That he who heartily loves God, 
and his Neighbour as himſelf, can 
make no miſtake in his Dety dan- 
=_ to his Salvation : And thoſe 
iſtekes which are fo, only to our 
mappy living whilft here ; are fufft- 
y puniſhd in rhe diſappoint- 
ment they carry along with them. 
It is not therefore hard for + Man, 
if he be ſincere, to know when his 
Deſires are rightly lated : And 
he will need no Caſuiſt beſides m 
ell, 
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ſelf, to tell him what, and how far, 
he may lawfully Love, or Dehire; 
and what or how far he may not do 
ſo, Loves he any thing in the World 
to the prejudice of his Love of God, 
or his Neighbour ; it is Sinful : Does 


' he not do ſo, there is no Sin. To 


oppofe this, would be to contra- 
at thofe words of our Saviour. 
And indeed thefe rwo t Duties 


of the Love of God, and our Neiglt- 
bour, anpty' or include each orher. 
F, ſays the Apoſtle, (r Jobw iv.20:) 


« man ſay, 1 love God, and batetl is 
Brother, be is a Liar; Ard v.12. 
If we love ove another, God dwefteth 
he wa, and the Lov? of God ts _ 
Hed" im we, Again, v.7. Let ws 

ore another, tuery one that loveth % 
bern of God, and tnowerh God : v. 8. 
Hee that loves not, knowerh mot God - 
Chap: iii. 17. But who ſo has this 
Worlds Goods, and feeth his Brother 
have need, and fbutterh ; ug Bowels 
of Compaſſion from him, Awellerh 
the Love of God in him? 


God 
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; God 1s arr inviſibleBeing : And it 
is by his Works, that we are led 
both to know, and to love him. 
They lead us to their inviſible Au 
thor. And if we lov'd not the Crea- 
tures, it 1s not conceiveable how we 
ſhould love God ; at leaſt, how they 
ſhould have lov'd him, who not ha- 
ving the. Law, yet did by Nature 
the things contain'd in the Lav. 
And this, however oppoſite to what 
ſome-tell us, ſeems| nevertheleſs the 
ſenſe of the above-named Apoſtle, 
who ſays (_ 1 John iv. 26.) He that 
toveth not his Brother whom he has 
feen, how can he love God whom he has 
mot ſeen > And I would demand of 
any one if they could fuppoſe them- 
ſelves, 'or any other, never to have 
loved any Creature, what they could 
imagine they-ſhould love? I ſuppoſe 
it muſt be reply'd by ſuch a one, That 
as he was not the Author of his own 
Being, and ſaw clearly that he could 
not be produced by nothing ; He 
was thereby. led to the Acknowledg- 
ment of a Superiour Being, to whom 
he 
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he was indebted For his own ; and 
therefore ſtood obliged to'love him: 
But-Being, or Exiſtence, barely con- 
ſider'd, 15 ſo'far from being a Good, 
that im the ſtate of the Damn'd, few 
are ſo Paradoxical as not to believe 
it an mtolerable Miſery.: And many, 
even in this World, - are ſo unhappy, 
that they would much rather part 
with their Exiſtence, than be eter- 
nally continued in the State they are 
in. The Author of our Being there- 
fore merits not our Love, unleſs he 
has $92 to us ſuch a Being as we 
can Love, Now it none of the Ob- 

xs that every way furround us, 
were pleaſing to us; How-could our 
Beings, that have a continual Com- 
munication with, and neceſſary De- 
pendance upon theſe, be ſo? 

But if rhe Objects that ſurround 
us do pleaſe us; that is, if we do 
love them ; As it is then evident, 
they muſt be the firſt Objects ot our 
Love, fo from their Gratefulnels, or 
Pleaſingnels to us, it is allo eyident, 
that we have both the idea. of Love; 


and 
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3nd are led to the Diſvovery of the 
Author of that Being, that produces 


what 15lovely. Andfxke as our own 


Exiſtence, and that of ather Beings, 
has aflurd vs of the Exiſtence of 
ſome Cauſe more Powerful than 
theſe Efiefts; fo alfo the Lovelinels 
of his Works as well aſſures us, that 
that Cauſe, or Author, is yet more 
Lovely than they, and confequently 
the Object the maſt worthy of our 
Love. But if none of thoſe Beings 
which furround us did move our 
Love, we fthould then both be igno- 
rant of the Nature of the Author of 
all things, and of Love it fetf. For 
what ſhould then exert it, that it 
ſhould not be for ever Dormant? 
And which way could we (in the 
ſtate we are in) receive the Idea of 
Love, or Lovely 2 For God as Pow- 
ertul (which 1s all we ſhould know 
of him, conſider'd barcly as a Cre- 
ator) 15.00 morean Object of Love 


than of Hate, or Fear; and is truly 
an Objet only of Admiration.  [t 
lems therefore plain , that if any 


could 


could be without the Love of the 
Creatures, they would be without 
the Loveof God alſo : For asby the 
Exiſtence of the Creatures, we come 
to know there is a Creator; ſo by 
their Lovelinels it is that we come 
to know That of their Author, and 
to Love him. | 

But it will be ſaid here, That we 
have Pleaſing Senſations ('tis true) 
as ſoon as Perception ; But that we 
have them not from the Bei 
which ſurround us, but from God. 
I ask, can we know this, before we 
know that there is a God ? Or, will 
they ſay that we know there is a 
God as ſoon as ever we have Per- 
ception 2 Let it be true, that rhe 
Creatures have receiv'd noecffictency 
from God to excite pleaſing Senfa- 
tions in us,and are but the occaſional 
Cauſes of thoſe we feel : Yet, does 
a Child in the Cradle know this? Or 
is this apparent ſo ſoon as it is that 
the fire pleaſes us when we arc 
Cold 2 or Meat when we are Hun- 


gry? No, nor is it at any time 2 
ſelt- 
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ſelf evident Truth. We muſt knoy 
many other Truths before we come 
to know this. ; which is a Propoſs 

tion containing many complex Ideas 
in it; and which we are not.capable 
of framing, till we have been long 
acquainted with pleaſing Senſations 
In the mean while, it is certain, that 
till we can-make this Difcovery, we 
ſhall neceſſarily Love that whichap: 
pears.to us to be the Cauſe of our 
Pleaſure, as much as if it really were 
ſo; It being unavoidably Ly us the 
tame thing to us : And we are ne 
cellitated by God himſelf to. that 
which Mr. N. fays is truly Idolatry, 
For our Paſlions are-not moved by 
the reality, but appearance of things, 
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To the prevention of which, this F 


Notion were -it true, and receiv'd 
amongſt Men as ſuch, could be of 
no uſeat all, :neither could it teach 
them not to aſcend to the Love of 
God, by the Love of Creatures : 
Since ; it can be of uſe to none till 
they are convinc'd of it, and none 
are capable of being, convincd of It 
*s 7 t1 
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till calle Objects. by appearing the 
as9 of rheir, Pleating.Senfations, 
ve 


otten Poſſeſſion ot their Love, 
and = as. ſoon. aſlur'd them that 
Gad is the Qbje& the, moſt worthy 
of £4. Love, as they have aſſured 
themof bis Exiſtence. eistrue,when' 
firſt in,our infancy we fecl., pleaſing 
Senfations, 'we are no more capable 


of being taught, by, them that there 
Ck tour: lgviſible Being that 


©! FUOKs ro.affect us thus, 
who therefore.onght ſupreamly tobe 
loy'd; -, than 0 


t this Inviſible Be- 
Oe the Preſence of theſe Objects, 
its to us; a. part of: his own El: 
Tom by. which theſe. leaſing Sen- 
ins. are : excited .'on- occaſion of 
thole'Objects without us, , and that 
therefore he is only and /ſolely to be 
UE EN tho! we are uncapable of 


wg Ss e, when, firſt we cry 


the net g-Bottle; 
LEE 1t 15, mtaag ALY = former 
= we are not only fafe,all the time 


qur ;Iggoxance, , from the, Sin of 
fig ns faral. pre-1ng3ge- 


ment 


88 A Diſcourſe eonterning 


ment of a ſinful affeRtion ; but that 
our love toGod upon that ground is 
of eaſier deduAion, and earlier a 
prehended than by the latter. $0 
Tn as we' do'begin. to kave. off 
ng by appearances, and are Ca- 
Fabſe by apjowang; + that the 
Diameter of the Si excceds'that of 
a Buſhel ; We are capable alſo of un- 
Stacking that there 182 SY 
Inv: ible Being, the Aythor ot tov 
things which afford a plat Ser: 
fties! who therefore 1 fuprearnly 
to be loved. But if 'we are not ca 
pable of feaping Idolatry wnlets we 
love God alone, Hecauie oo 
diately* its to ms a 
Ellence, by which" al ne Sew br 
fations' are cansd ir us; I fear all 
Mankind (before. this preſent Age) 
lived and died Idol. s, and t 
greatelt” part forthe-Faturs will do 
lo; Sins poet One bf Thor 
fand will be capable of appre 
new He I ere - this 
new othehs o n =he 
pick God. And as, Friiic EE pico 
be 
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be denied, fo is it alſo more fuitable 
tothe Wiſdom,and Goodneſs of God, 
that it ſhould be true. For one muſt 
fay, that the Happineſs and Welfare 
of Mankind were UI taken care for, 
if it. depended. upon a Knowledge, 
which not, only few are ever likely 
to have, but which comes too late 
toany for much Uſe ro be made of 
it. For when fenſible Ideas have ta- 
ken Poſſeſſion 'of ; us far Twelve, or 
Twenty, Years, they muſt be very: 
rnorant of the conftitution of Hu- 
mane Nature, that can think it poſ- 
ſible they ſhould preſently, or pro- 
bably they ſhould ever, be diſpollic(s'd 
by a Notion, altha' a true one. 

© And for this, Mr, N. is not ſo 
kind as to furniſh us with any re- 
medy. But he whom he 1s ſupposd 
to have freceiv'd this; Hypotheſis 
from, indeavours to ſolve the Good: 
neſs and WiHdom . of God: in. this 
Marter, and to help us out of thus 
Difficulty, by making this Principle 
of our being obliged to have ho Love 
for. the CFerhres to be the very 
"1 D z Ground 
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Ground upon which Chriſtianity 
ſtands; Which he thus, in ſhort, 
accounts for. - 

We mult not Deſire, or Love the 
Creatures, they being uncapable to 
be our Good. We yet do Love, 
and deſire them, tho' Reaſon aſſures 
us of This. And our Doing thus, 1s 
the Original Sin which we bring in- 
. to the World withus: Which makes 
us Children of Wrath, and lable to 
Damnation; Unable to pleaſe God 
but by a Mediator, both God and 
Man, who only could atone the 
Juſtice of God by the Excellency of 
tus Sacrifice ;' Intercede to God by 
the Dignity of his Prieſthood ; and 
ſend us the Holy Ghoſt by the qua- 
lity of his Perſon. 

But as this Ground of Chriſtianity 
has a weak Foundation, wiz. 'The 
 Creature's being only occaſional 
Cauſes of our Pleafing Senſations, 
(which is neither proved, nor would 
ſupport the SuperſtruQture that is 
raisd upon it, if it could be proved) 
SO it 15. to be hoped, that if we re- 
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jet what ſo few have receivd, or 
ſo much as thought of, we may yet 
be good Chriſtians. And thoſeſeem 
more than a little to indanger Chrt- - 
ſtianity, if not Deiſm alſo, who lay 
the great ſtreſs of their proof upon 
the Hypotheſts of ſeeing all things 
in God. For in that, the whole Ar- 
gument for both (by which Atheiſts - 
-or Sceptics are proposd to be 
brought over to Deiſm, or Chriſtia- 
nity) terminates; in the Converſations 
Chreſtiennes of Mr. Malebranche,lately 
"Tranſlated into Engliſh, for the in- 
troducing among(t us that Cnintel- 
ligible way of Praftical Religion, a- 
bove Par of. And I doubt not, 
-but if it were generalfy receiv'd and 
Preach'd by our Divines, that this 
Opinion of Seeing all things in 
God was the Baſis upon which Chrt- 
ſtianity was built, Scepticiſm would 
be ſo far from finding thereby a 
Cure, that it would ſpread it felt 
much farther amongſt us than it has 
yet done ; And that many who find 
Chriſtianity a very Reaſonable Re- 
D 3 11g10n 


72 A Diſcourſe concerning 


igion in the Scriptures, would think 
It a very unaccountable one 1n a Sy- 
ſtem that (laying down That for its 
foundation) adds allo further, That 
the Deſire we have to the Creature, 
is the Puniſhment of Sin, not the 
Inſtitution of Nature : For this Con- 
cupiſcence is tranſmitted to us from 
our fir{t, Parent. ** Qui voyoit claire- 
* ment Dieu en toutes choſes : 1! {ca- 
* volt avec cvidence,que les Corpsne 
* pouVoient eſtrefon bien,nt le rendre 
* par eux mEmes heureux ou Malhbeu- 
*renx enaucune manicre : Il eſtait 
*"conwaincu de[operation continuelk 
* deDicuſur luy; Mais ſa Conviction 
*ncſtoit pas ſenfible. 11 le connoitloit 
*{ans le ſentir. Au contraire il ſen- 
* toit queles Corps agitloient ſur lui, 
© quoy.qu'il' ne le connitt pas. II eſt 
* vral queſtant raiſonnable, il devoit 
c ſaivre la lumiere,ct non pas fon ſen- 
- timent; & qu'il pouvoit facilement 
* ſuiyre la lumitre contre ſon fenti- 
" ment,faconnoifance claire contre fi 
ſenſation contuſe,parcequ'ilarreſtoit 
_ fans peine ſes lentimens, lors-qu*1l le 
_ © youlott, 
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*youlort, a cauſe qu ul Etoit fans con- 
4 ce, » Cependant. Sartctant 
''xrop A fes fens; ſe kiflanralkerpcu- 

*2-pen 2 les ccouter plus: volontiers 

*que Dieu meme, » cauſe que les fens 
y Les totyours: agreablement, ct 
Dicuncloportoit pas 2Fecouter 

"par .des\plaiſirs- prevenans qui au- 
*roient xdimmue'ta Liberte ; VOUS 

* concevea bien comment il 4 pi $'e- 
* loigner de Djeu juſqu't le perdre de 

*vds;. pour 'Sunir devolonte 2 une 
*Ceoatkre/Bvev. 1v.p. 106; 107, Who 
didiclearly> ſee 'Gad in aff things; - aud 
exwdently hnew that Bodies: contd: wot 
be ns true | Good, nor properly make 
him int the leaft hopyy or unhappy, and 
wei fadly\ comvenc d of God S160ndimun 


ration pin i Bit be: had' 10-fer- 
cop rather Hema ebis but with- 
0 'fertiug it. On the contrary, be 
toal#: feel. that Rodies atted on him, 
tha" -þc\koubi} or tnow'it : Tet having 
bs) io r/hanld have | follow*d h1s 
Lig net! his: Sentiment; And rould 
have-tous 1323 i fince he cold frop hs 
Sentiment when he pleas'd, being free 
[109 | D 4 from 
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from Concupiſcence : However defer 
ring to his ſenſes, and ſuffering him- 
ſelf to hearken to them more willingly 
than to God, by reaſon the ſenſes al. 
ways move pleafingly, and God did nt 
move him by pre-ingageing Pleaſure, 
which might have leffer d his freedom, 
#t 1s eaſe: to concetve.. how he came to 
remove himſelf ſo far from God as to 
loſe fight of him, and to joyn himſelf 
to the Creature. The ſame Author 
allo gives us an account how Adam's 
Poſterity came ta be infected;(whuch, 
at ſeems, was not from Adam, as is 
commonly taught, but from Eve) 
*2a cauſe de l'umion que les enfans ont 
*avec leur mere, p. 110. By reaſon of 
the Union that Children. have with 
their Motheni. * 11 n'y.a point de fem- 
* me quiryaitdansle ceryeau quelque 
' trace& quelque movement d'eſprits, 
*quila faſſe penſer, erqui la perte 4 
. quelquechoſede ſenſible: Or-quand 
' Lentant eſt dans le ſein de {a mere, 
- tl ales mEmes traceser. les: mEmes 
* Emotions d'eſprits que fa mere;donc 
_ en cetEtat il connoit et. aime les 
| " COrPs, 
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corps, f.I1t. And there is no We- 
man that has not ſome traces in her 
Brain, and motions of her Spirits, 
which carry her to ſomething ſenfible. 
Now when the Child is. in the Womb 
of its Mother, it has the ſame traces, 
and the ſame motion of the Spirits : 
Therefore in this eſtate it knows and 
loves Bodies, and conſequently is born 
a Sinner. And this: no holinels 
of the Mother can hinder ; Since 
*L'amour de Dieu ne ſe communique 
*pas comme Pamour des Corps : 
"Dont la raiſon eſt, que Dieu neſt 
* pas ſenſible, er qu'il n'y a pointde 
©traces dans le Cerveau, qui par [in- 
*ſtitution de la Nature repreſentent 
*Dieu, ni aucune des choſes qui font 
* purement intelligibles. 

* Une femme peut bien ſe repreſen- 
*ter Dieu ſous la forme d'un Vene- 
*rableVieillard: Mais lors quelle pen- 
* ſera 4 Dieu; son enfant penſera 2 
*un Vieillard : Lors quelle aimera 
«Dieu, ſon enfant aura de Iamour 
« pour les Vieillards, p.112,113- The 
Love of God does not communicate it 
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ſelf like the love of Bodies ; Of which 
the reafon is, that God is not ſenſible, 
and there are no Veſtiges in the Brain, 
which by- the inflitution of Nature re- 
prefent"Gad, .or anything that 1s purel) 
7atebigible. 

So that the Children of Women who 
reprefent to themſelves God in the 
form of a Reverend old Man, will 
lone: Od Men : And whenever the Mo 
thers think upon God and love God, the 
Childrex will think-upon O14 Men and 
love Old Men. Wherefore from this 
Original Corruption, ſprings theNe- 
eeflity of a Mediator, -who mult be 
both God and Man, -&f. 

There ſeems tobe ſome things 1n 
this Hypotheſis very unintelligible; 
And alſo that it has Conſequences 1n- 
tolerable to be- admitted. 'But it 
neither of- theſe were ſo; 'tis yet 
reaſo0n-- enough not 'to imbrace it, 
tiabir is no where'cither-reveal'd, or 


provd; it- being all but a Chain of 


Conlequences-(uch as they are) dc- 
ons: upon the'Suppofitten'of wr 
feeme all things in God; For on_ 

| Ire 
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mihibtooweadt 7 
fre:we”'have. to. the Creatures, is 
alkerted/to be the Puntthment of Sin, 
no&thelnſtibarion' of Ntture,becauſe 
(uhictÞis a flkange Rear) the De- 
; | freeft the w varmag> 15 fe i apo Sin- 

ful; UpEn't their [not 

ning: chÞ 2h \Cauſes of our 
Piling Ser 


ran apes the Proof 
Eertvs rave fob 


tho BRcioger —_—_— "our Petting 
|| Senfations016} that we ſeeall things 
| in God: «Bur this Proof it (ef which 
is the Foundation of all, retriains yet 
ive proved: For neither Pere Male- 
anthi3"ho ay-one dE has doric 
#}nor-Þthink carr do it. And thar 
which miphe alone give juſt ground 
for this Suſpicion is, That this Hy- 
pothveſis bent 66/the ſhakin and' un- 
__; the knownGrounds of True 
Picky'; 7 the" He, and a. late Follower 
of his; would etabliſh' it upon this 
ReW, and formerly ynknown Foun- 
dation. | 
'Bue'ſeting/aſide thoſe Abſurdities 
this few Conceit would run us 
ano, in oral (whichare ſufficient 


Realons 


Reaſons for rejeCting it) there are, ] 

doubt not, ſome, who, if they would 
be at the Pains to treat it Philoſo- 

phically, might be. able to: demon- 
{trate its Weakneſs and Inconfiſtency 
on other Grounds, as. well as thoſe 
of Morality. But. whether, . or no, 
any. one ihallbeheve That a Work 
worth their while; 'Fhis Hypotheſis 
icems,yet atleaſt,of moment enough 
fo be: ſo far inquired into, as theſe 
Papers have Undertaken : Since how 
unſerviceable or injurious ſoever it 
really is. to..Piety, ,m4 has, yet been 
Sy and. Zealouſly,. pretended 
to be'of great Uſe to Religion; And 
that not only: by a' young Writer, 
whoſe Judgment: may, perhaps, be 
thought Byafled by the Aﬀectation of 
Novelty ; But. al{oit is made the very 
Groundof Chriſtianity, by a Man of 
an eſtabliſh'd Character in the World 
for Philoſophical . Science. But as 
Chriſtianity (whatever ſome are per- 
{waded), is a. rational Religion, and 
neecs no- Inventions - of Men to ſup- 
port 1t ; ſo. it receives 09. OVACIAR 
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by this, which it has not 1n the Or- 
thodox, and commonly recerv'd Do- 
Qrine of Original Sin. © That ſerves 
to all the:purpoſes! this is brought in 
for,,as well; and'therefore makesthis 
Needleſs; Unteſs it be pretended that 
_ the Opiniorr of Seeing all things in 
God, Oc.” wneedful'togive Light to, 
and-to make the/commonly receiv'd 
DPodcrineof Original Sm 1ntellipible; 
Which-is,:to' « this:Dodtrir 
with having wanted fuch- Evidence 
| betore this: Diſcovery was made, as 
was neceſlary for. the making it/the 
Foundation. of Chriſttan Religion : 
Which ſurely thoſe cannot agree to 
who have made it ſo. - And thoſe 
who have not made it ſo, will not be 
concernd in the :Light pretended to 
be brought to it'; The thing. it ſef 
being no -more prov'd' by "this Ex- 
Planation of the manner of it, than 
it was before. Upon which of theſe 
two accounts, or whatever other, 
Mr. N..deelin'd; or. approvd- not 
the. declaring this Opinion of the 
Creatures not.being . Efficient W_ 
© 
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of our Senſations, &c. 'to be thi 
Ground and Baks of Chriſtianity; 
Yet certainly his Subject (atpecially 
being Prenghed: tea floyntry Cor: 
gregation) obliged! him if not to. ac- 
count for- the Goodbels of God m 
this Matter, an \mekingr us without 
2ay. fault of :qurs; the-Subjects of his 
Wxath; yetatcieaſt go have fhow'd 
whyeh way welowogra tt bobrought 
owt OtthasState,amd by whar means 
airer wel were came to. the: Know: 
ledge of the; Truth; we ſhoukd be 
m2ae obatlientto tt: For! if-cas it 15 
tabe hoped he:dots) he beticves God 
£0 wink 2:07 Sims in| rhe rime of 
our Ignorance, | befarewe are:capable 
of underſtanding theCreatures to-be 
only Qceaſtond ;Chafes of 'our Plen- 
fing Senſations: ; Yer: we muſt fup- 
pdleyhen Menareconvincedaf that 
Truth;: they-:arecall'd on 'not only 
to. Repenitance, but . Amendment. 
And if Loving the Crea as 
yet tobewtlingy | 
theraall:for the 
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we know to beourDuty, '(which is 
the higheſt Love of 'himithat moſt 
People can conceive themſelves oa- 
pable of,)' will not hinder us from 
being tres: Idokavers,” and * Sacyite- 

zious; Whilſtbeing Hungry or Cold, 
Food or Fire are defired by us ; And 
that we cannot Love our Children, 
or: Friends; without bokingi on them 
as Goods Defireable to ns' ; 'Me- 
thinks: he ſhould tell us: by what 
means we may get rid of Appetites 
and AﬀeRions to offenſive to God, 
and deſtructive to our Soul's Happi- 
nefs;- and ſhould ket us 'know Whe- 
ther he finds this attainable 'by-our 
own Natural Abjlitics, or. whethe? 
Chriſt has Purchasd the Ability of 
doing ir for thoſe'that believe 18 
him; Or what we are to do, or con- 
ceive of our-felves in an Eſtate fo 
deplorable, . He fays indeed , Tha? 
contd we but ſee hom God alone atts in 

us, and Caufes all our Senſations, whil/? 

the Creatures fland mute and ſilent; 

like ſo many pe 175" in his Prefence, 

6a 


having net the haſt Aitivity or -Ope- 
L rarion 
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. rationuponus; We ſhould quickly dif. 


miſs the whole Creation from our 
Hearts, and be wholly ſwallow'd up by 
the Love of God. But as the cale is, 
he gives us no Remedy at all. For 
his making »o queſtion afterwards, but 
that it 1s thus in Heaven, and that 
this is the Meaſure of Divine Love 
There,is ſo far from helping us ; That 
it will not ſo much as infer (if he 
could prove it were ſo)that this ought 
to be the Meaſure of Divine Love 
upon Earth. But we have a better 
Authority than his for it, That we 
know.not what we ſhall be There; 
Therefore cannot tell what may be 
added to,. or chang'd in our preſent 
Faculties ; And'as for thoſe of An- 
gels, and Arch-Angels, (which he 
mentions) we- are yet leſs acquain- 
ted with them: And every one will 
not be convinc'd (tho' they did agree 
in Mr. N—s Suppoſition concerning 
them) that it were more reaſonable 
to propoſe ey wind to be like them 
at leaſt: whilſt upon Earth). then it 
would te for the Fiſhes (if they were 

capable 


capable of it) to propoſe, or pray to 
God; that they might fly in the Air 
like: Birds3:- or: Ride Puſt-Horſes as 
Men do.: For it may beour Earth]: 
Element no more admits of the firſt, 
than theirs of the laſt. And thoſe 
muſt be very little conſiderate or ſe- 
rious.1n their Prayers, who will ven- 
ture to 'ask God for their ſakes, to 
change the Order of Nature, which 
he has eſtabliſh'd. It is certain, that 
if we had no Deſires but after God, 
the ſeveral- Societies of Mankind 
could: not long hold together, nor 
the very Species be-continned : For 
few would give themſelves Care, and 
Sorrow, in the purſuit of Poſſellions 
not deſireable. 

':\\But Mr.N. pretends that there are 
places of Scripture, beſides that ot 
his Text; which make good his Opi- 
nion: Scripture-Authority, is that 
ito-which Reaſon may ſafely refer t 
ſelf >. But it were to: be wiſhed that 
it-were appeal'd to with more Care 
and -Conſideration than it often 1s; 


and that Men would not preſently, 
| becauſe 


becauſe perhaps they are perſwaded 
ther Opinions are Right; back them 
with any Text of Strrpture that they 
can make Chime to them, tho they 
be very little, or not ar all to the 
Purpoſe; as. they could not often- 
times but diſcern, if they would but 
either regard the Scope of? the Dib 
courte ;. or read to the end of it. 
The firſt Text Mr, N. brings for 
hus purpoſe, is Mat. vi. 24. Ne Mas 
eas. ſerve two Maſters; for either he 
will hate. the one, aud love ithe other; 
or elſe be wilt hold:to:the'one, aud de 
fpiſe- rhe other : ye Canner ferve Gol! 
and Manmon. Here; Mr.'N. tays, We 
are plarnly told, we canuat divide be- 
tween God, and the Creature: and the 
reafon 4s net only becuuſe bur Capacities 
«re t60 narrow avd'ſrunty to bEeM- 
5 he +pow two fach "wht! "different 
Opjects ; | but alſo becanfe we cannot 
Jove | eatber "of them; Aut [upon i ſuch 
Pronciple arid _— autlude' the 
) OF 8 WI 


orednnn are | not 
any 'theag"\but what 45 ' our tru 
Goa, what e612 both deſerve. and re- 
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ward 


| 


| 


the Love of God.' 5 
ward our. Love : And there can be 
but owe thing that u fo, and: that muff 
either ' be 'God or - the Creature. if 
then the Creature be our Good, let ts 
Love That, and that only ; That, and 
wt God : But if God be our True Good 
(as moſt certainly he is) then tet. ws 
Love Ged, and Gad only ; God, and nat 
the Creature : For "tis a moſt incon- 
hiſtewt and impratticable thing to talk 
of Carving out our Love between both : 
Je cannot ſerve God: and Mammos. 
Practical Diſcourſe, p. 64, 65. By 
Manomor, | ſuppoſe was never un- 
gritood before, any thing but Ri- 
ches, or-thoſe- things for which Ri- 
ches are deſired : And our Saviour 
here tells us, we muſt not fet our 


Hearts upon thefe things, ..or. make 


our. {elves Sliveg + or Servants to 
them : ' That is, the Deſire of them 
muſt not command us ; If wecom- 
mand it, . and make at'\Obedrent to 
Reaſon, it is then certain tt does.not 
command us, and canfequenthy that 
we are -not Servants to it. This 1s 


then plainly no more, but that our 


Delires 
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Deſires after Riches, &c. muſt not 
be beyond their Worth ; So as that 
we forget - they are periſhable, and 
uncertain Goods, ſuch as Moth and 
Ruſt do corrupt, and the Violence 
and Injuſtice of Men may deprive us 
of ; No longer (at beſt) of any value 
than during our ſhort abode in this 
-World. For, if we 'do otherwiſe, 
our Reaſon is captivated, and we be: 
come truly Servants ; The Servants 
of Mammon ; And cannot be the 
"Servants of God; Becauſe we cannot 
- Serve two ſo oppoſite and differing 
Maſters. For it 1s from the contra 
riety of their Commands, and not 
from the littleneſs: of our Minds, 0 
Capacities, that we cannot Serve 
God and. Mammon ; Since neither 
little nor great can obey two Malters 
that command Contraries ; And that 
15 true of the Apoſtle, is Servants 
Ye are, to.whom you obey. But our 
: Minds, as little as. they are, may 
love God, and. the: Creature; whe! 
the Love of the Creature is Sub- 
ordinate; AndI think Mr. N. norn0 
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one elſe, will deny, That there are 
many who ſincerely love God, 'that 
do yet love ſomething in the Crea- 
ture; And if ſo, whether their Love 
be Sinful, or no, it is evident their 
Capacities are not too little to love 
both; As its alſo that our Reaſon is 
not captivated, and we thereby in- 
ſav'd, or render'd the Servants of 
every thing that we love. And here 
s-nothing at all ſaid by our Saviour 
of any other degree of Love,. but 
ſuch as makes us the Servants of 
what we love. And therefore it is 
no more true that we are here forbid 
by our Saviour to love any thing but 
God, than that our Capacities are 
too little to love any two different. 
Objedts. For if Mr. N. means any 
thing elſe by to be employ'd, than To 
Love, when he ſays, 7hat our Capa- 
cities are too narrow. and ſcanty to be 
employ'd upon two ſuch vaſtly different 
0 6th it.is not to his, purpoſe. But 
if he means by employ'd, to Love; 
what he affirms is then neither true 


in his own ſence of Love, nor in or 
0 


" 9 "Ay - --” {Canada dens Mas... , ' 


 panied wich Pheafure)that That Love 
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of the Text.'  'For it is not true that 
our 'Capacities are too narrow to 
Love any' two diflerent Objedbs, ci. 
ther inthe ſmalleſt degree, (which he 
conterids for) or fo ss tc become the 
Servantsof them, which is whatthe Il | 
Text fays 5 Provided; there be mo IÞ 1 
contrariety in their Commands. His 
firſt Reaſon therefore why we cannot 
divide our Love, viz. From the fcan- 
rineſs of Our Capacities, is utterly 
falſe ; our Capacities being evidently 
not too narrow to love any two dit 
terent Objefts, -or even every Ob 
ject winch appears to us to be love 
ly.” Andi there snorexfon that if we 
love theOfeatuie ir forme degree, 3 
606afiors of Pleafure to ts (we ne 
&fhrily forving whatever is accom- 


wc Hz9 iv aicx 7 


of the Orexttre ſhould exchude the 
Love of "Got ty more than that 
the Love of Cherries thoutd exclude 
the love"'&f our Prictd that gives 
them us. - And'if we foyeGod, yo 
leſs does the Love of him exclude our 
Love of his Creatures: Fbr'we = 

4 | tnem 
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them then tiot only for the Pleafure 
that they oetafion - us,” bit for the 


fake of their Author ; and the more 
we Love God, the more we thall 


Love his Creatures. 
- Butahotfier 'Reafon, beſides the 
drerowrics DF our apacities, Why 


be earmor' divide vir £0 

God and 'the Creature, 1s, Hecauſe 
we Cant love either of them, Fnr upon 
Jich'd Prints ie as muff utterly PXc Lt 


i 14d bf the other ; which is thus 
fer dt -rrzte out : We muſt not 
love \ ir But what is our true 


Good > Morne Jo be tut one thing that 
5 fo: - An hut maſt be erther Got, or 
Me Urtabre; oy NE 

tour: Trie Boot? he teſts ws 
{that which can both' Deſerve and 
Remaril'” or Love, But certainly 
whitever | isx Good 'to ns, is # 771e 
Got; Ende whatever pleaſes us,plea- 
- | KShs% Abd otr Love; which he 
' oo dnk is to be deſeryd and rewarded, 
| efedrrt that Difpofition of 
Ming, act we find in our ſelves 
comalioary thing with which weare 


pleas'd. 
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pleas'd. - So. that to. tell us, that we 
muſt not love any. thing but what is 
our 7rue God ; Is as much as to fay, 
that we muſt not be pleas'd with any 
thing but what Pleaſes us; which it 
15 likely. we are. not .in Danger of. 
And what is added of deſerving and 
rewarding our Love, being, put in asa 
Synonymous Expreſſion,toexplainto 
us.what is. meant by.our. 7rue Good; 
Our. . 7r«e. Good, does. \confequently 
tell us what. is . meant. by geervin 
and rewarding our Lowe,;.. They both 
ſignifying-one ;and the. fame thing, 
herecan therefore no more be made 
of This. notable Principle, viz. 7hat 
we muſt not love any thing. but what is 
our Trae Good, that is, whjch can both 
deſerve. and. reward our Love , then 
that we muſt not be pleaſed with any 
thing but what Pleaes us; or reflet 
upon the. Das Fay, thing cauſes 
INS, .W,; .NEVer. n 
Plate. .1o babe 9 BO pf y 
- This, without doubt, carries much 
information with it ; But, the word 
True ( otherwike very . unpertinent 
-" ; F. 1. "+ 
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- the. Luve of God. S. Q& 
here) is Subrilty to infinuate - that 
which ſhould be prov'd, viz. That 
the . Creatures, are not the Efjicient 
Caufes i'of our Plealing! Senſations. 
Ang.in-the Lines following, he ſcru- 
ples-not to: beg ' the Queſtion, in 
more exprels terms; When he iays, 
There can be but one thing that is ſo; 
viz, our. 7 rue Good :, And. then tol- 
lows, ,and that. muſt. be, either God,.or 
the Creature, ;; But if God be our True 
Good (as moſt certainly he js) let us 
Lave God, and God only ; God aud 
vot, the Creature... For tis a moſt in- 
conſiſtent" aud  impratticable thing to 
carve out our. Love between both : Te 
caunet ſerve God, aud Mammon. Here 
we {ce, having needleſly told us that 
we »2nuſt noti love, any thing but our 
Trae Good; Thatis,that winch pleaſes 
us; Hetells us next, that there can be 
butone thing that is ſo, 2/z..our7 r4e 
Good : Which is yet more evidently 
talſe, _ than his firſt Atlertion 15 1m- 
pertinent, Notwithſtanding, , as it 
it. were as. evidently 'Irue, as 1t 1s 
maniteſtly the contrary; He oticrs 
Io not 
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not any thing at all to make ir 
good ; His Afſertion only ſeeming to 
him ſufficient to:oppoſe to the daily 
Senſe | and Experience of all Man- 
kind. But indeed if by True Good, 
he did mean our chief Good; then 
it 15 true that there 1s: but one fuch 
Good, and that is God alone, who 
15 alſo the Author and Donor of all 
our other Good' : But- in this ſen 
it 1s nothrog'' to: his purpote. To 
conclude his Demonſtration, that we 
cannot . Love God, or the Creature, 
but upon ſuch a Principle as muſt ut- 
terly exclude the T.ove of the other; 
Having faid we muſt Love nothing 
but our True Good; and that That 
can be but one thing ; He tells us 
laſtly, that that one thing muſt be 
either God or the Creatgre, Which 
Concluſion, when he has prov'd his 
foregoing Aſkertion, viz. That there 
can be but one thing our Good; it may 
be convenient for him to explain 4 
little better ; Bur till he has proved 
that there is but one thing a Good 
to us, this laſt Aſſertion ſerves for 
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nothing, unlefs to make 1t more ev1- 
dent that he has all along faid no- 
thing to the Purpoſe. For his Afﬀer- 
mation that we cannot Love either 
God, or the Creature, but upon ſuch a 
Principle as muſt utterly exclude the 
Love of the-other, Was of as much 
Authority to us as his Aflertion, 
that there ean be but one thing a Good 
to us + And there 1s no more proot 
offter'd by him for the one, -thanthe 
other. my 
This, F believe, his own Obſerva- 
tion and Experience, has often ofter'd 
to him, for the confutation of what 
he affirms, viz. That it 1s not true 
that all Men in the World cither 
,.Love God, and God only; Or the, 
Creature only., and God not at all: 
Which ought to be , according ro 
tis Principles. Bur the Admonition 
of St. John, he fays, is ſomewhat 
more expreſs to his Purpoſe than 
that of our Saviour was, 1 Joh. 11.15. 
Love not the World nor the things of 
the World : If any Man love the 
World, the Love 4 the Father 7s not, 
E 7 
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in him, Here again Mr. N, ac- 
knowledges, that according to the 
common [nterpretation, ths is meant 
of the immoderate love of the World 
But he ſays, they interpreted it jo 
for want of Principles on which to raiſe 
a higher ſenſe. Tis plain the words 
import more ; V1z. That we are nt to 
love the World at all; That all Lie 
of it is immoderate. And by his, 
lormer meaſures (before laid down) 
It appears how, and why, 1t 1s 1o. 
But 1 believe St. John will be found 
to explain, himfelt much better than 
Mr. N, explains him, St. John fays, 
Love not the World, nor the things 
of the World ; If any Man love the 
World, the Love of the Father is 
not in him. Now the Queſtion 15, 
- whether Mr. N. be in the right 
1n underſtanding (as he does) by 
Love; every the leaſt degree of 
Love : Or whether other Interpre- 
tcrsare ſo, in thinking that by Love, 
immoderate Love is meant ; And | 
think there needs nothing more to 
latisfic us that the laſt are in the 
: Righc 
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Right than Mr. N--'s own | concel- 
ton, v/z, That without his Hypo- 
me | theſis, this Scripture could not be 
/4 | underſtood otherwiſe than thofe In- 
fo | ferpreters underſtand it : So that 
ſe | unleſs St. John writ not to beunder- 
4 | ſtood by thoſe he wroteto ; or that 
'; | the Chriſtians to whom he wrote, 
\o | had Mr. N-'s Hypotheſis, it is paſt 
; | doubt that the other Interpreters he 
) | mentions are to be thought in the 
| Right. Bur becauſeit is believed by 
] him, that St. Fehr , who ſo much 
; | preſles Love to others, had himſelf 
1ſolittle Love to Mankind, as toleave 
- | the ſtrongeſt inforcement of their 
greateſt Duty in obſcurity ; We will 
{ee whether,orno,there 1s any appea- 
rance that he did ſo; And whether 
Mr. N-'s Hypotheſis ſerve to illuſtrate 
this Scripture. For that this Hypo- 
theſis could not be learnt from it, 1s 
apparently confeſs'd ; Becauſe the 
Hypothelis muſt be known (as he 
himſelf owns) - before the Scripturc 
Proof of it can be underſtood: And 


therFre our former Argument a- 
th E 3 ont 
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gainſt this Hypotheſis from the 

Goocdneis, and Wikdom of God, that 
woukl not permit a Doctrine of the 
conſequence tus 1s pretended to be, 
to be io obſcure as it 1s, ſtands till 
good, tor all this freſh pretence 
to Scripture Proof. But St. Joby 
(1 Joh.11. 15.) ſays, Love not the 
World, nor the things which are is 
the World : If auy Man love the 
World, the Love of the Father is 
wot in him. Now that this 1s meant 
of the fintul Pleaſures of the World, 
or the immoderate,and conſequently 
ſinful Love of Pleaſtres in them- 
ſelves not ſinful ; what words can 
make Plainer than the immediately 
following ones, wherein the Reaſons 
are given why we ſhould not Love, 
the World, nor the things of the 
World ? viz. (v.16.) Becauſe all that 
1s in the World, as the Luſt of the 
Fleſh, the Laſt of the F 'ye, and the 
Pride of Life, is not of the Father, 
but is of the World : That is, pro- 
ceeds not . from God, but from the 
Paltions, Vanities, and Follies of cor- 
rupt 
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rupt and ſinful Men : And we ſhould 


not ſet our Hearts upon the World ; 
That is, even the allowable Pleaſures 
of it ; Becwule ( v.17.) The World 
paſſes away ; And therefore by no 
meafis ought tobe confider'd as the 
ultimate Good of a Being of a more 
indaring Nature ; But is indeed fo 


far rerndy'd from it, as the little Du- 


ratioaof the dhe holds of- propor- 

tion tothe etullels Duration 'of the 
ether: This is what St. Yohnilays; And 
items tOd plaitt to need any other 
Daplatation, than What he himſeff 
Is 2iven.”” Bur'ss' if every Text in 
Scripture were a diſtin Aphoriſin, 
is frequently enough quoted by 
ſome, without afly repard to what 
Bots befbre, of to what comes after ; 

with hdw 'mwach Ghcterity cannot be 
faidl ; Bi eeftainly tot - manifeſt 
bringing into Cotitempt thoſe Ora- 
tes of Truthi. 

But for whatever Cauſe Mr. VN. 
Omitted theſe Reaſons” of St. Johr 
for bur #0? Ioving the World; ant the 
ves of it; And ſubſtitured one of 
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his own'in the Place ; wiz. That the 
Creatures are not the Efficient , but 
Occaſronal Cauſe of our Pleaſing Senſa- 
4015; He does lay, Thar, without 
the knowledge of: this his; Hypothe- 
ſis,  wecannot know that every de- 
gree of Love of the Creature.is fin- 
tul; and conſequently that St. Johy's 
Reaſons, for: 1ntorcing the Duty he 
urges, were defective. But. St. Jew 
tells; us,not- that] evgry -degree. of 
Love of..the Creature, ws fatul :.On 
the.contrary, he ſays; If we love net 
our Brother whom . we have ſeen, how 
can we | love. God whons:we - have net 
Ste Bntft'b x aho1r-0" 


| Therefore: there is no more need 
of Mr. N's Opinion, to inforce what 

St. John teaches; than there is uſe ot 

what-, St, John, teaches; ta confirm 
Mr. N-y'sQpinjon. For, $hat St. Job» 
.MEAnt: NOL by Eove every degree 0! 
Love, 1s evident; Both becauſe he 
would contradict himſelf. if he did, 
and allo from the Reaſons he gives 
_ we.thould.not.loye the World, 
andthe, things: of the World. :..v/z. 
© Becaule 
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Becaule all that is in the World 7s ot 
of the Father, and paſſes away quickly. 


For he would either have given us 
the true Reaſon of This, or ſtopping 


"where Mr. N. did in his Citation of 


him, not have miſled us, by giving 
us Reaſons, which not only reach 
not the matter, But which alſo 
ſerve to Determine us to another 
ſenſe, - For, as ſhort-liv'd Flowers, 
tho' they ought not to imploy the 
continual care of our whole lives, 
may yet reaſonably enough be found 
in our Gardens, and delight us in 
their Seaſons ; So the fading Good* 
Things of this Life, tho' (tor that 
reaſon) they are not to be fixed on 
as the Ultimate Good of Eternal Be- | 
ings, yet there is no reaſon why we 
may not rejoice in them,as the good 
Gitts of God, -and find all that De- 
light which he has joined with the 
lawful uſe of them. 

But St. John ſays, Love not ; There- 


fore Mr. N. fays, we muſt not Love 


them at all, Our Saviour allo 1n 


St. Matthew, in the Chapter above 
E 5 cited, 
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cited, fays, Seek not:;; But Mr: N. 
ſays not in like manner, ſeek not at all. 
On the contrary , he. tells us very 
expreſly, we may ſeek the good 
thyngs of this World, provided we 
loye them not. Now, it he knows 
a Reaſon ;why one of theſe places 
mult, be taken fſtriftly-according to 
the Letter, and not the other ; he 
was. doubtleſs obhged to tell it us; 
eſpecially having been fo mdulgent 
to Secking as to have given no rules 
of reſtriAtion to that. But our Sa- 
viour ſays, Seek not what ye ſhall 
Kat, or what ye ſhall Drink, or with 
what you ſhall be cloathed, for after. 
theſe things do the Gentiles ſeek. Mr.N. 
muſt. doubtleſs fay to this that our 
Saviour. meant by not ſeeking, that 
we ſhould not ſeek. imtmnoderately, 
and folicitbuſly.; And fo fay others 
ro. what St. Joh» ſays : [The ſenſe of 
the Diſcourſe in both places detcr- 
mining that to be the meaning of 
both. _ And till Mr. N, has told us 
why Seeking muſt be underſtood in 
this fenſe, and not Loving be under- 

| ſtood 


the 'Love'of God. Tor 
ſtood ſo; he cannot ſurely difallow 


of it, if (after his exam b we thus 


anderſtand the words © * Tohn, viz. 
rs we ſhould not love wore 

;' thar is,” beyond, the worth 
of oy Ca love. Andthus the Ad- 


moriition'bf 'St. JoÞy 1s no more ex- 


preſs to his purpoſe than'that of our 
Saviour, | in St. Matt. was. I am 
ſure the Alt with which St. John 


inforces his Admonitton, is expreſly 


contrary to that with which Mr..N. 


inforces' his interpretation of it. 
St. John ſays, Love not the World, &c. 
For afl that is in the World, viz. 
the Iuft * = Flefb,” the luſt of the 
rf a he Prize of Life, is not of 
the F: med oo is of the - +6 But 
Mr. N. ays, Love not the World,&c. 


For all that is in the World, v2. all - 


— Pteafares Worldly minded Men 


Flefh, the Iuft of the E ye, and 
A Pride Life,” are not of the 
World, but T ae Father : Which 


1078 hunt oy as the luſt © 


ſeerns not only to oppoſe St. John ; Wk 
But alſo ſounds very harſhly, 'and © 


offen--* 
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offenſively to many Pious Perſons; 
Who are apt. to think it unworthy 
of,, and mik-becoming the. Majeſty 
of the great: God ,, who is of Purer 
Eyes than to: beho[d iniquity, to ke as 
1t vercat thebcek of his tintul Cre: 
turcs, to excite in- them, Sentiments 
of Delight, .and Pleaſure, : whenever 
they are difpos'd to tranſgrels againlt 
his Laws, tho! in the moſt grols, and 
erroneous: Inſtances... - , + 

But the Author of this Hypotheſis 
tells us, That this is that indeed 
which makes Sin to be ſo exceeding 
ſinful, viz. That we oblige God in 
Virtue. of that firſt.immutable Law, 
or, Order, which he has eftabliſh'd 
(that 1s, of : exciting: Sentiments 
of Pleaſure in_.us upon ſome opera 
tion of Bodies upon us) to Reward 
our Tranſgreſſions againſt him 
with Pleaſure; and Delight. It 1s 
ſtrange that. we .cannot feem ſinful 
enough, without having a Power. of 
forcing God to be a_ Partner in our 
Wickedneſs ! But this. is. a Conſe- 
quence of an Hypotheſis whoſe uſe- 
| | leſnels 
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leſneſs, and want of proof,. are alone 
ſufficient Cauſes for rejecting it. And 
if we will once quit what Reaſon 
and Revelationevidently and plainly 
tell us,: to build -our Religion upon 
the fouridation of uncertain . Opini- 
00S; where, muſt. 'we ſtop? Every 
Man,.-indeed,. cannot ſo handſomly 
compoſe his. Syſtem as P. Male- 
branche ; But every Man has as much 
Authority to impoſext -uponothers, 
or | to. be credited;; without: Proof. 
The abovemention'd account of Sin, 
is plainly only ſupported upon irs 
being a conſequence of our ſeeing 
all. things.in God; who being 'the 
alone efficient Cauſe of all our Pleas 
ling Senſations, muſt neceſſarily be 
the only efficient Cauſe of ſinful, as 
well as innocent Pleaſures : But no 
Pleaſure, ſimply as Pleaſure, being 
evil, God is not ſuppos'd in this by 
P.Malebranche the Author of Sin,but 
only Man himſelf ; Who, he fays, 
* Etant pecheur % par conſequent 
* indigne d' CEtre recompenle par des 
© ſentimens agreables, oblige Dieu 

at 


LO 
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* encon{equence de fes volontts im- 
* muables, de 'luy faire ſentir du 
* plaiſir dans le tems mEme qu'il 
© Foffenſe. Entr. III. p.gz. We being 
Simers, and by conſequence unworthy 
ta be recompenc'd. by agretable Senti- 
ments, oblige Gol in tonſequence of his 
immutable Will, to make us feel plen- 
ſwre in. the time that we offend him. 
Vie; Whenever we Love or Delight 
in-any Creature. But our ſecing all 
things in God, upoti which this No- 
tion of Sin, of Original Corruption, 
and the following account of Chri- 
{tranity ſtands, remains yet to be 
better proved;Beforewe tejeR,for ſo 
unintelligible a fancy, what is evident 
and plain ; What' may fatisfie the 
Wiſe, and what the Weak (whoſe 
© Souls are Doubtleſs of as much value, 
and They 'as mucly concern'd: for 
them) may- eaſily. comprehend. 
That God has made usReafonable 


Creatures, we certainly know : And 


It is evident alſo, that by virtue of 
our being ſuch; -we axe obliged to 
Live by the Law of Reaſon » which 
whenever 
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whenever we tranſgrels, we muſt ne- 
ceſfrily offend againſt God ; We in- 
verting that Order which he has eſta- 
bliſhed;in making that to obey,which 
ought tocommand; and thatto com- 
mand,\which ought to obey. And that 
we areſo prone (as Experience ſhews 
we are) to offend againſt this Law 
of Reaſon, 1s from the Unrulineſs of 


_ our Aﬀections; Which being ſtrong 


in us, (whilſt Reaſon is weak and un- 
able to: diredt them) take. up with 
the firſt alluring Objes, whoſe im- 

reſfions making ſettled habits in us, 
it is not eafie for Reaſon to remove 
them, even when it does diſcover 
their Pravity ; and ſets us to ſtruggle 


againſt them. And to thislooſe Edu- - 


cation, and ill Cuſtom, greatly con- 


fribute : 'There being ſcarce any © 


Vice we are capable of, which isnot 
in{tilld into us (or at leaſt the Seeds 
of it)..in our very Childhood, by 
thoſe fooliſh People that _ have 
the Direction of it. For it is obvious - 
that there are few Children whoare 


not taught by their Nufles has - 
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Proud, Angry ,. Covetous, and Re- 
vengetul ; and principled with thoſe 
Vices, even before they have Lan- 
guage enough to talk of them. But 
God made Adam a Man, and not a 
Chud ; Therefore, his Reaſon was in 
its full ſtrength as early as his Ap- 
petites; and he had not the unhappy 
Preventions which others receive. He 
himſelf therefore, and his Poſterity, 
one would have thought,ran no very 
great Hazard of loſing thoſe Advan- 
tages his Obedience would have pro- 
cured them. 
That Mankind did loſe by Adam 
what they are_reſtor'd to by Jeſus 
Chriſt, we are plainly told in the 
Scripture: But that by his Miſcar- 
riage, or Eve's, any one ſingle Soul 
ſhould be doom'd to Eternal Miſery, 
or to any. condition worſe than not 
being ; whether immediately,as ſome 
hold, for Adam's Sin; .or by ſubje- 
cting them to a ſtate of neceſſary 
ſinning,; Can neither comport with 
the Goodneſs of God, or is any 
where reveal'd in Scripture. 
The 
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The.laſt of theſe Opintons, - Pere 
Malebranche's Hypotheſis maintains ; 


tho, he: accounts for: it differently 
trom:others: Children, heexpreſly 


tells us, become (thrdugh:their Uni 


on with their Mothers) Sinners; and 
are 1n a ſtate of Damnation before 
they are born- into the World. ; But 


| both the Apoſtle and Reaſon:aflure 


}5ss that where there is noLaw;thlicre 
15;n0! Ttanſgreſſion;.. And Pere. Male: 
Mane oppoies this, upon no other 

ound ofterd by him for ſo doing, 

t that theconcluſion he makes, vez, 
That Children are born Sinners; is 2 
neceſlary, -conſequerice: of our ſeeing 


'all things in God; 'For God only cau- 


ſing us Pleaſure, he only has a right 
to-our -Love,' and all love of the 
Creature is ſinful, -But.a Child (by 
wvirtge of its unign:.with the Mother) 
does," whilſt im her Womb, know and 
love Bodies ; conſequently therefore 1s 
a. Sinner ; and_ ſhall. be , neceſſarily 
Damn'd, P-: I 14+ (Tho indeed? ing 
'Note upon'that: Ward; he mitigates 
he ſenſe of it to being eternally de- 
3:7 Gets priv d 


105 A Diſronrſe:copcerning 
priv'd of the Poſieflion of Gad). And 
that wecome unto the Workd utterly 
uncapable to pleaſe: God, (as he ex- 
preſiy days we do) is not: through 
any, faalt'at all of our own, -but tot 
Bve's; Concerning whoſe Tranſgref 
ſn any ways influencing her Po- 
ſterity, 0 et yet makes no 
TREnNTIon at all. 

However, : this Principle is chats 
by Pere Maitiranthz(p p.94.)theFoun- 
dation of Chiiſtianity. 'But it 33 686 
tain; that the' New-Teſtament telk 

as noming of it + "And there it is, 
_ fartly; ouphit'to look forthe 
eligion.”” What. 'we we 
38, That' at 4 Atlani al 
yr Jo in Obit Bak al Se made 
five, t Cor. xv. 24. 7h be came i 

aboli «bdlifÞ Denth, ne 5th Life and 
Fs 11.-1; 0. 
That w L4 be ified by.  Falth, 
withoat the works of the Law Rom. ii1. 
28. And that for'thivend, God ſent 
his Son into the World,” that 23 wavy 
as believe in bow mighy blave Erernal | 
Life.' Vet do we-they (fays the = 
{tlc 
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ſtle) make woid the Law through 
Faith?» God forbid ! yea, we eftabliſh 
the Law. Rom: iu. 3x. But the Wiſ 
dom of God in Chriſt Jeſus, is ma- 
nifeſt in this, that we are hereby at 
once the 'moſt effeually put upon 
uſing our Endeavours to work ont owr 
Salvation with fear and trembling ; 
And alfo kept from Deſpair, ih the 
fenſe of our own weakneſs to 
form that Law which Adam in his 
more Advantageous Circumſtances 
—_—— apuinſkt, forfeited there- 
by Bliſs and 


rtality : We ha- 
vitg not only a Promiſe that we 
receive from God ' whatever 
(asking as we ought) we ſhall ask 
in his Son's Name; And alſo of his 
Spirit to help our Infirmities ; But 
to compleat all, that for the ſake of 
Chriſt, our ſincere, tho* imperfect, 
Obedience ſhall be accepted ; Faith 
in him ſupplying its defects. 
This is what the Scripture tells us 
of the Diſpenſation of God to Man- 
kind in the Goſpel of his Son : Which 


is ſo viſibly ſuitable to, and —_ 
© 


_ 
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of the Divine Wiſdom and Good. 
neſs, that no Inventions of Man can 
addany. thing to it, to make it ap- 
pear more ſo. Yet: were our Views 
larger than to comprehend only the 
compaſs of our little Globe , they 
would probably aftord us ſtill fur- 
ther Matter for our Admiration. For 
'tis a, thought too limitted and nar- 
row for Women and Children now 
to be kept in, that-this Spot of 
ours is all the: Habitable part of the 
Creation. But without underſtand- 
ang the Syſtem of the World,or.con- 
1udering what Mathematicians and 
Naturalifts offer to convince-us,that 
- ſo many Regions fit for Inhabitants 
are not empty Deſarts,and ſuch num- 
berleſs Orbs of Light more inſignt 
fcant than. ſo many Farthing Can- 
dles; We read, in the Scripture, of 
other Ranks of Intelligent Beings, 
beſides our ſelves; Of whom, tho' 
it would be Preſumption to affirm 
any thing beyond what is reveal'd, 
yet we know not. what Relation may 
pollibly be between them and " 
The 


; 


The Scripture plainly intimates 
great Numbers of them,  Superiour 
to us in the Dignity of their Crea- 
tion, to be fallen by Diſobedience 
(ike Man) from a Happier State ; 
And alto that they are Enemies to.us : 
Whether out of Envy for what Jeſus 
Chriſt had undertaken for our Re- 
demption, or: for other Reaſons, we 
know not. . But by the ſmall account 
we have of them, they ſeem to have 
ſet up themſelves in oppoſition to 
their Maker, as thinking themſelves 
ſufficient to . carve. out their own 


Happineſs ; And ſhall fmd full reward 


of their Folly and Rebelhon, when 
the Judgment of the great Day ſhall 
meet them. 

But on Man, who after his Tranſ\- 
greſſion ſaw his Nakedneſs, and was 
alham'd, the Farher of Mercies has 
had Compaſſion, and has found out 
a Way for his Reſtoration : Such a 
Way as may well humble theſe Proud 
ones inthe Imagination of their hearts ; 
And which leaves no room to us for 


Boaſting, For it is certain, That ” 
the 


.-. the Love of God.-- 111 


112 A Diſcourſe. concerning 
the Works of the Law no Flefb ſhall be 
Tuſtified, Rom. iti. 20, Faith, which 
would have prefterved Adam in the 
ſtate of Innocence, ſhall alone juſtific 
his Poſterity. And tho' the Wiſdom 
of God has made Faith in his Son 
that which 1s required to Salvation, 
in thoſe to whomhe is reveal'd ; We 
are told that the Fwft, in all Ages,have 
livd by Faith : Which is neceſfarily 
the Imowtable Baſis of all true Reli- 
gion. For without we - believe not 
' only in the Being, but alſo in the 
Veracity of God , 7hat he Is, and 
that he'1s a Rewarder of them that di- 
Foabrcl feek him, it is. impoſtible we 
ſhould love him with af our Hearts, 
with all our Souls,&c. which contains 
the whole Moral Law ; Whoſe Obl:- 
gations.not being Arbitrary, but art- 
ting iromthe Nature of things, muſt 
necchrily under every Difpenſation 
be always the fame : And Chriſt 
rells us expreſ]y, He came not to de- 
ſtroy this Law , but to fulfl it. He 
came to give us a clearer and: fairer 


Au- 


Tranſcript of it; To inforceit by his 
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Authority and Exampte;'To aſſure ns 
of our own-Future Exiſtence, which 
Reaſon could not; And of the great 
Loveof God to Mankind, in accep- 
ting! of Faith. to ſupply the Defecks 
of Sincere Obedience ; By which we 
are freed from the Terrours of an 
offended Deity ; And have hopes of 
betng made Heirs of a glad Immor- 
taliry ; Co-heirs with Chrift, the 
Author and Finiſher of our Salvation, 
Who, for the Joy that was fet before 
him, indured the Croſs, and defpiſed 
the Shame, and has obtain'd for him- 
telf a Kingdom of which all true Be- 
hevers are the Subjefts. We are re- 
ſtored by him to a more aſlured 
Felicity than that from. which Adam 
felt, by not; believing that 7» the Da 

he ate of the forbidden Fruit he fhould 


ſurely Die ; Foe little attending to the 


Light of his Reafon ; (Which would 
have taught him not to queſtion the 
Divne Veracity) and having yet no 
Experience to oppofe to the Solict- 
tations of his Appetite. And per- 


haps God in this Reſtoration of Man- 
| | kind 
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kind by. Jeſus Chriſt (who took not on 
him the Natare of Angels) having 
herein put down the Mighty from their 
Heats, and exalted thoſe of Low degree 
does by this Qeconomy, of his, Pro- 
vidence/ 1n. our Salvation, teach all 
the Orders of Intellectual Beings, 
whom he has made free Agents (as 
well as Man) That as he cannot 
make a;Being Independent on. him- 
ſelf: for, its. Happineſs; $0. the moſt 
inlghtned Reaſon is only fate and 
ſecure, whilſt it feels its weaknels 
| » and dependency : Which if we be 
| | thoroughy, as we. ought, ſcalible of, 
ve ſhall neceſſarily: /ave God with al 
our Hearts, with afl our Souls, &c. 
Mr..N. fays theſe words ſignitt, 
That. we muſt love nothing but God 
aloxe. . And toconfirm that his {enle 
of:them, he brings: yet two, other 
paces of Scripture, : --The firſt 1s, 
fames 1.4. Te Adulterers aud 4dul- 
tereſſes, know ye not that the Friend- 
hip of the World is Enmity with 
God ” Whoſoever therefore will be a 
Friend of the World, ts the Enemy 1 
God, 
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God, He tells us here, That in 
St. James's account, Our Heart ts ſo 


much God's Property and Peculiar, and 


ht ſo intirely to be devoted to him, 
that "tis a kind of Spiritual Adultery 
to admit any Creature into a Partner- 
ſhip with ham in our Love. It 1s cer- 
tain theſe are not St. James's words, 
and we have only Mr. N--'s Affrma- 
tion that this 1s his ſenſe. But tho' 
Mr. N--'s affirming without any 
Proof, that all love of the Creature 
1s here condemn'd, and faid ro be a 
kind of Spiritual Adultery, necds no 
other Anſwer but a bare Negation ; 
And the ſaying without any Preof, 
that 1t 15 only the inordinate love of 
the Creature that 1s ſo call'd and con- 
demn'd, would be enough ; Yet the 
context further plainly ſhows, that 
that is the meaning of St. James 
here, . by what he calls Friendſhip of 
the World. To which let me add, 
that Adultery does not wholly ex- 
clude all other Love of any other 
Perſon; but a love that comes in 
competition, or invades that which 
F properly 
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properly belongs to the Husband, 
For a Woman may love her Brother, 
or her Child, without being an Adul- 
tereſs; 1t being not with that Love 
that is due to her Husband. The 
laſt place Mr. N. cites to prove that 
L.ove of the Creatures 1s Sinful, 1s, 
from St. Paul, Gal. vi. 14. The World 
is Crucified to me, and I unto the 
World. Which laſt words, Mr. N. 
ſays at once comprize his preſent con- 
cluſion, that the Creature is not to be 
(in anv degree ) the Objett of our 
leave; with the very ſame ground and 
bottom upon which he has built it. For 
the Apoſtle here firſt of all ſuppoſes the 
World to be Crucified, that is to be 4 
Dead, Unattive, Silent, and (2uieſcent 
thing, in reſpect of himſelf; as not being 
able to operate upon him, or affect ht 
Soul wit any Sentiment as an Ffocient 
Cauſe : And thenin conſequence of that 
declares himſelf to te alſo Crucified t0 
the World, p. 68. which Mr. N. ex- 
plains very truly (tho? not very con- 
tormably to his Opinion) by #ci"g 
mnſenfible to all its Charms : For, ac- 
cording 
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cording to his Explanation, St. Paul knew 
very well that theWorld had no Charms. 
But whoſoever will read this whole Paſ- 
fage in St. Paul, will evidently ſee that iT 
amounts to this ; T hat there were ſome 
Men ſo Preach*'d Chriſt, as yct. to have 
regard to the favour and good liking of 
Men ; That they might avoid Perſecu- 
tion from ſome, and gain Glory from 
others: But St. Paul in his Preaching of 
the Goſpel, had ſo intirely given up him- 
ſelf toit, that he minded nothing burtthe 
Preaching of the Goſpel ; Going on in 
that Work, without any regard either 
to Perſecution, or Vain-Glory. And thus 
the World was Crucified to him, and he 
to the World''; They were as Dead 
things, and in'this reſpeCt had no Ope- 
ration, St. Pauls words are, As man 

as deſire to make a fair ſhew in the Fleſh, 
they conſtrain you to be Circumci”d; Only, leſt 
they ſhould ſuffer Perſecution for the Croſs 
ef Chriſt. For neither They themſelves , 
who are Circumcisd, keep the Law; But de- 
fire to have you Circumci?d, that they may 
glory in your Fleſh, But God forbid that 1 
ſhould Glory, ſave in the Croſs of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, whereby the World i Cruct- 

fied to me, and 1 unto the World, Very 

often it happens, that a piece of a Diſ- 


courſe, or-as here, even a piece of a 
NN eo F 2 Yerle, 
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Verſe, ſerves for a Quotation, much het: 
ter than the whole would do. This is 
fo evident in this Place, that it requires 
fome Charity to think that a Man is in 
carneſt ſearching after Truth, or believes 
himſelf, whilſt be isa Writing after ſuch 
2 manner- 

But becauſe the Character Mr. N, 
bears ought to be a Warrant for his 
Sincetity, we mult conclude, that he 
does think St. Paxl tells the Galatians, 
that ſome wonld have them Circumcigd 
only that they: might avoid Perſecution, 
and might Glory un their Fleſh. But God 
forbid that he ſhould Glory in any thing 
but the Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by which the Creatures are only the Oc- 
cafional, not the Efficient Cauſes of his 
Pleaſling Senſations; and he Dead to 
them. - This Mr. NV. it ſeems, does think 
was the Senſe of what St; Par ſaid : But 
that it was not, I think common Senſe 
will ſufficiently ſatisfie us, wichout cone 
ſulting loterpreters about it. 

Theſeare the Texts brought by Mr. V. 
to ſupport an Opinion grounded on an 
Hypothelis, perhaps Demonſtrably falſe ; 
That has evidently no proof, but the 
poor one- from our- Ignorance, that yet- 
Is nor at all help'd by this Hypotheſis : 
Which jis(therefore)as well as for theEnds 
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of Morality, - plainly uſeleſs. Yet all this 
might well be Pardon'd to any Effort of 
advancing our Knowledge, if. it did not 
pretend to influence our Religion ; And 
not only ſo, but to be the very Baſis, and 
Foundation of Chriſtianity, as it is made 
to be by the firſt Ingenious Inventor of 
It. Mr, IN. has not,indeed, advanced that 
ſo direQly : But with more Confidence 
a great deal, making it the ground of 
Morality , he falls as little ſhort of it 
as Is poſſible, And his Diſcourſes upon 
this Subject being in a more Popular way, 
aremore likely to do hurt. For certainly 
to perſwade Men that God requires what 
they find impoſſible to perform, and op- 
polite to their very Conſtitution and Be- 
ing in this World, is to make Religion, 
and the Teachers of it, ridiculous to 
ſome ; And to drive others weaker, but 
better-minded People into Deſpair ; By 
giving them occaſion to think that they 
do not love God as they ought. Snch 
Effects, I fear, may be the Conſequences 

of Mr. N*s Doftrine, who teaches that 

we do not love God as we ought, whilt 

we love any Creature at all: And particu- 
larly in the above-cited Sermon, He poſt- 

tively ſays, That the Creatures are no more 

our Goods, than our Gods ; and that we may 

as well worſhip them, as love them, Pract. 

Diſc. p. 62. F 3 Theſe 
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 TheſeOpigions of Mr. 1V. feem alſo to 
danger the introducing , eſpecially a- 
moyglt. thoſe whoſe Imaginations are 
ſtronger than their Reaſon, a Devout way 
of talking ; which haviug no ſober, and 
intelligible fenſe under it, will cither in+ 
evitably by degrees beget an Inſen{ibility 
to Religion, in thoſe themſelves who uſe 
It,as well as others ; By thus accuſtoming 
them to handle holy things without Fear, 
Or elſe will turn to as wild an Enthuſiaſm 
as any that has been yet ſeen ; and which 
can End in nothing but Monaſteries, and 
Hermitages zi with all thoſe Sottiſh and 
- Wicked Superſtitions which have accom- 
panied them where-ever they have been in 
uſe. And this the Author of the Chriſtian: 
Gonver [ations foreſaw very well mult be 
the Conſequence z-- Or rather conforma- 
bly to his-Religion and Profeſſion, might 
perhaps have it-in his View and Dehgn,. 
to juſtifie thoſe things by this his Hypo- 
theſis; which makes them not only al- 
lowable, but of neceſiary uſe. But how- 
ever that wereyhe-conchades his Diſcourſe 
of our-being, obliged to have no Love for 
any Creature, with a fincere Acknow- 
ledgment that if this be true (which he 
hes conchided-it is) it is then abſolutely 
necellary to-repounce the World, and be- 
take Our ſelves to Woods and Deſarts : 

in Far 
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For it -is impoſſible to live-in the daily 
Commerce and Converſation of the 
World, and love God as we ought to do. 
And accordingly he makes his Young Men, 
introduced to be Converts to Religion 
vpon theſe Principles, bid Adien to the 
World, even to their Deareſt Friends; 
and Relations. | 
For Pere Malebranche,it feems, was un- 
acquainted with that Diffinthon which 
Mr. N. ſays, ought to be made of Move- 
ments of the Soul, and Movements of the 
Body. Otherwiſe he might have aſſared 
his Arif arckus, that he. was in a very 
great Miſtake, to believe that the Prin- 
ciples before laid down, obliged him to 
any retreat from the World, .er Renun- 
ciation of the Injoyments.of it : Since the 
AAovements of the Body (Mr. N, tells 'us) 
may be deter min'd by thoſe Objelts which n= 
viran it 5. and by hoſe Movements, Ariftar- 
_ Chus migbe beve United himſelf. to thoſe 
things which were the Natural or Occaſional 
Cauſes of his Pleaſure. (See Mr. N's Let- 
ters Philoſophical and Drone, p.75.) But 
Pere Matbranche deſigning his Notions to: 
be of ſome. uſe to the World purſued 
them, whether by juſt conſequence they. 
led him ;. and ſought not for any contri- 
vance to make them inſignificant to any: 
other Purpoſe than to ſhew the Parim- 
riency- 
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riency of their Author. He therefore rea: 
ſonably from his Principles, inſiſts upon 
it, that the retreat from the World, is 
beſt for all; and neceſſary to moſt who 
deſign to lead a Chriſtian Life; Thoſe 
being much to be pitied whom God calls to live 
in the World for the Converſion of others. 
This in a Papiſt, and one of a Reli- 
gious Order amongſt them, cannot ſeem 
ſtrange. But there can certainly be no 
greater Diſparagement to Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, than to ſay; That it unfits Men . 
for Society; That we muſt not only li- 
terally; become Fobls for Chriſt's ſake; 
but alſq' ceaſe;to be Men. . Can any Ra- 
tional Man, not bredup in the Bigottry 
of Popery, ever perſwade himſelf that 
{uch a Reljgioncan be from God ? Or is 
there any, appearance throughout the 
whole New Teſtament'o6f-its beirg ſo! 
Jobn, indeed, who.had.not the power of 
Miracles, or a Voice from Heaven to Au- 
thorize his Miſſion,” made himſelf be ta- 
ken notice of, by the remarkable Auſte- 
rity of his Life : But he neither Preach'd 
itz Nor propos'd bimſelf, in that, an Ex- 
ampleto others. He was by ſomething 
extraordinary (tho? without Miracles) to 
draw Auditors to him, whom he might 
Prepare to receive the Meſſiah. But that 
living ina Deſart, and bidding adieu to 
"TN | Society, 
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fo. Society, were not neceſlary to Religion, 
n our Saviour's Example, as well as his Pre- | 
5 cepts, ſhow, He came Eating and Drink- 
0 mg, Canverſmngin the World like other 
© || - Men: And he aſſures us, That he came 
4 vot to deſtroy, bat ro' fulfil rbe Law ;, viz. The | 
Moral Law, which is the ſame with the 
Law of Reaſon ; than which, Heaven and 
| Earth, ſhall ſooncy paſs away ; and in which 
| are kgibly found thoſe Dnties of an aCtive 
| and ſocial Life, that have ſo mach recom- | 
mended and eterniz*d the Memories of 
many Philoſophers, and Lawgivers, and 
other great Men of Antiquity ; Whoſe 
Religion Mankind would be apt to think 
they had reaſon to wif for again,if they 
were perſwaded that Chriftianity were 
oppoſite to, and inconſiftent- with thoſe 
admired and beneficial Virtoes that Sap- S 
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port and Profit Society. 
There is nothing more evident than. | 
+ that Mankind is deſign*d for a Sociable || 


Life. To ſay that Religion unfits us 
for it, is to reproach' the Wiſdom of | Þ 
God as highly as it is poſſible ; And tore- 1 
preſent Religion as the moſt miſchievous | 
thing in the World, diſlotving Societies. 
And there could not be a greater Artifice 
of the Devil, or Wicked Men to bring 
Chriſtianity into contempt than this. But _ 
ivis to be hoped, that: where the Scrip- 

) tures 
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tures are allow'd to be read, this can ne: 
ver prevail ; And that thoſe who are not 
in danger of being led into it by the $y- 
perititions of 'Prieſt-Craft, will not be 
impog'd npon in it by vain Philoſophy: 
Nor can there beany itronger Evidence, 
that, (That Notion, of the Love of God, 
grounded on his Being | the immediate 
Cauſe of all our Senſations) is falſe, than 
this, viz. T hat it: Deſtroys all the Duties 
and Obligatiors of Social Life, This in- 
deed is not Mr. Ns deduction from 
thence, But it is that of his Oracle Pere 
Malebranche, and that of Reaſon; And he 
will ſcarce be belicy*d to be Sincere,that 
ſhal] ſay be can daily ſee and injoy the 
Creatures: 2s Goods, ; without defiring 
them as;ſuch ; Or that ſhall deny, that if 
it be our: Doty. not to deſire any Crea- 
ture, it muſt then neceſſarily be our Duty 
(as P. M. expreſly ſays'it is) to have as 
little communication with them as is poſ- 
laible ; and to betake our ſelves to Deſarts. 
But whether it were that Mr. N. has no 
inclination. to this way of Living, and 
that it is to That that we -owe his Happy 
lovention of Secking, and injoying the 
good things of the World, without lov- 
ing: themz ; Or-that /he: was: afraid: by 
owning/his Opinion: (that we are-obliged 
9 renounce the: World and: liye 1n 
$5363 | * Woods) 
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Woods ) He ſhould be ſuſpetted of fa- | 
vouring, Popiſh Superſtition; He can _ 
ſcarcely be preſum*d not to ſee that this. | 
inevitably follows from the Hypotheſis | 
he has embraced. But yet how injurious 


| ſoeyer this Conſequence is to Religion, ſo 


much is not therefore deny?d to what 
Per. Malcbranche largely inſiſts upon,viz. 
That Retirement is ſometimes uſeful, if 
not neceſlary to a Chriſtian Life, Thoſe 
who live always in the hurry of the 
World, and the avocations of Worldly 


and retreat, frequently to refleft, being 
no doubt very likely to enter too much 
into the Spirit of it; We inſenlibly giv- 
ing vp our ſelves to, and uniting our 
Hearts with what we are conſtantly in || 
gaged in, and with delight apply our F 
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ſelves to. But if in oppoſition to this, '# 
any one ſhouid run into the other ecx- 
tream,of retreating wholly from all com- Mo 


merce and converſation with Men ; And 
ſhould pive * themſelves the Happineſs 
Pere Malebranche ſpeaks of, of attending 
Eternity in Deſarts; it is to be fear*d they 
would not mend the Matter. For what- 
ever Vices they might part with by it, 
they muſt neceſſarily oppoſe thereby, one 
great end that they were ſent into the _ 
World for, viz. of doing good ; By be-- 
| comin”; juw”e ef 
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=: > wholy as to Hike And 
= ct h'a one would certainly, by ſuch a re- 
==: a ion'of all commerce with Men, 

Alikelier;to, BOW Wild, than j improve 
Brodf Famer of Chriſtianity, and Or: 


We { Flumane Nature, Good Wil, 
( rity, T4 the being Uſeful to others. 
As for Mooatterics tad Religious Hoy- 


ſes, (as they are calld) all who are ac- | 
= quainted.mith.them, know: that they are 
© nothing le6thanwhatis pretended; And 
of larye. t0.draw in Diſcontented, De- 
= 45s Ba with an imaginary Happi- 

e is conſtantly as much 

Do | ee and FaQtion, within thoſe 
alls 2s: without: them z; Ang (if we may 
| eve w] It is Gard, ; apd fi3s not wanted 
xLne : — hs : Ces _ much lis 


© A.M dioc to! in all thiogs, that we can | 
Þ [5 En A5eeA in any kind with -Safety, 

= dhe Bens hoſe in tbe &ffairs. of the 
Ro ſhut ap from-them,can- 
W_ 4 | NN ar Always Company, or al- 
Feng : 60 ule, Aro Davgerops: ; And fo 
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